
1 

No 99  

Spring  2014       
Price $5.00  

( Wonderful Wittle ) 

WHACKY WHEELS 



2 

Riverstone Street Parade and Fair ….. Saturday 17th May 2014 

 
On the third Saturday in March each year, a carnival at Riverstone, in the North-
West of Sydney, attracts quite a few car clubs for a big street parade, along with the 
usual marching bands, pony clubs, etc. The cars and other vehicles (little kids get to 
ride their trail-bikes up the main street for once) are marshalled in a sports field, just 
to the north of the main street, and in between are two smaller fields full of stalls 
selling all sorts of stuff. There are stalls representing local clubs and societies and of 
course many food stalls. 
The MicroCar and Scooter Club, based in Sydney, enters this parade each year, 
and Geoff Goodwin trailered his Trojan down from Lake Macquarie for the event. 
There were only 2 Lambretta scooters this year, and 5 assorted little cars, the 
Trojan, a Messerschmitt convertible, a Mazda 360, a Lloyd station wagon, and the 
yellow NSU Prinz belonging to our club president, John Renshaw. Our little entry 
won the Best Car Club award (a river stone) over groups of Holdens, military 
vehicles, hotrods, and various other automotive offerings. 
Geoff wasn’t brave enough to drive  
the Trojan the 100+km to Sydney,  
as it’s mostly freeway, and we’re a  
bit slow cruising at 70-80km/hr and 
feel a bit vulnerable in freeway traffic.  
The Trojan will happily cruise at the  
110km/hr speed limit on the trailer  
behind our Forester! 

The trophy was a bonus,  

From Geoff Goodwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverstone  Lineup Keith’s Lloyd, Geoff’s Trojan, Phil’s Messerschmitt, 

Steve’s ‘Hot’ Lambretta, Allen’s Lambretta,Tim’s Mazda, John’s Prinz 
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Our First Ever Photo Shoot !!  
Saturday 5th July at our Monthly Meeting Location at the Greyhound Club, Yagoona  

  Andy Jackson, our newly elected Scooter President has undertaken what the 

rest of us consider to be a task that is just a little too high tech, or maybe too time 

consuming . That is, to get us organised with a website that can be set up and 

maintained without costing an arm or a leg and allows others to easily see what we 

are about, and can be updated when needed. 

 To get things rolling, Andy has taken the basics from Fred’s Website, and 

called for a ‘Photo Shoot ‘ to help in documenting what are Micros and Scooters. 

This took place back in early July, and  included 5 micro cars, 7 Scooters, and a 

Messerschmitt ( I am never quite sure which category it belongs to ( is it a three 

wheeled car, or is it a three wheeled Scooter ?) Seems it might depend on which 

motor vehicle jurisdiction you belong to. Ein kabineroller  =  a cabin scooter..GRS. 

 The day was cool, but blue skies and little wind, The scooter riders turned 

up blue with cold, but soon warmed in the sun. The local BP garage was very 

pleased to see us when a couple of us rocked in with coffee and muffin orders for 

all. Photos taken on the day will help to populate the website, but now we need you 

to provide a bigger spectrum of  the vast variety of our cars and scooters. 

 So, time for us all to send to Andy photos, stories, and histories of our own 

vehicles or those we have access to. If you wish, your input can be anonymous, but 

it would be better if you could include yourself, and or family/friends in the photos 

or stories. Neutral background, vehicle side on and owner next to it. Professionalism 

is unimportant, it is the words and the illustrations that will make the website come 

alive.Send your photos with as much info as you have to Andy, as below. 

Let’s fill up his mailbox. Andy’s email address is  ozlambretta@gmail.com    
(The front page shows some of the serious and not so serious photos taken.) 

To the right is the rather nicely restored Rabbit of Kelvin ( Ace ) Mowtell. 

Below left is Keith Wall’s beautiful Heinkel. jr 

 

New Website will be  http://www.microcarandscooterclub.org/  

http://www.microcarandscooterclub.org/
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Fred’s Ramblings 
How I yearn for those good days! 
 
When one chooses to live in Australia, it’s best not to have an obsessive fear of flying if you 
ever want to leave. The atrocious shooting down of Malaysian MH17 sent me into immediate 
depression. It was not in sympathy for the poor civilians who fell out of the sky into a 
cornfield. No, it was the deep-seated realisation that I may be condemned to live here for the 
rest of my life because my deep fear of flying outweighs the curiosity to see the world. 
My first awareness of the family genetic weakness was aroused, when reminded; my 
grandmother had to be blindfolded to get onto a Viscount airliner to come to Sydney. 
This genetic disposition must have started with her as flying would only have been invented 
in her lifetime. What did scare people before aviation? Fear of balloons, Fear of horses, Fear 
of early trains going more than 5mph (8kmh)? 
Many mentally disturbed people have a fear that governments are tapping their phones, 
bugging their room and listening to their every conversation. How did the paranoid express 
their madness before radio and telephones? Did the earlier paranoid fear the carrier pigeon? 
And how did women orgasm before electricity and batteries? Did wind mills have some 
magic? Were they left to their own devices? 
How many of our phobias are of recent origin? Have some stopped because of evolution? 
Has the talentless writer always just asked questions and never answered them? Who hasn’t 
read George Orwell’s 1984? 
Were there street people before we built towns and villages? Where did the homeless go if 
there were no homes? What did the sex addict do in the Middle Ages? Were they all just 
peeping Toms? What were Europeans addicted to before tobacco? Was there ever a 
cultivation that had no addictions? 
Alcohol; has been around for yonks. As I recall, Noah got drunk at sea. As we have evolved, 
there is so much more for us to get addicted to. Chocolate was only introduced after 
ransacking South America, so before that people must have just eaten sultanas by the 
truckload. My people must have eaten bananas. 
Having an addictive personality is better than having none at all. The introduction of the 24/7 
news cycle has driven me crazy. The access of Google to reach the most insignificant 
events on earth means that there is no end to reading. The only release is sleep; this ends 
being woken up by more radio, newspapers and TV news. It’s a vicious cycle. 
But addiction is, I think, a recent phenomenon because there wasn’t much to get addicted to 
before. The Dark Ages were justly named. The Middle Ages were like, middle age now. 
In the Stone Age, people must have been too busy hunting and gathering to worry 
unnecessarily about what they looked like, as there were probably no mirrors. People slept in 
the open and didn’t have the fear of the sky falling in! They had it easy. They didn’t yearn to 
go to America because it hadn’t been discovered. 
They didn’t have the travel bug, just Mastodon hunting and fire wood gathering, as fire had 
only recently been invented. The invention of fire was the only way to overcome the Ice Age 
and help melt it that was before the Industrial revolution. 
In our group we have nostalgia for past transport and its uncertain future. The recent news 
relating to Holden and Toyota pulling up stumps has been fearful news to read. Then, only 
this week, mention of driverless cars has been promoted as the future of the car, no more 
accidents, no more traffic lights, no giving way to emergency service vehicles as all will be 
controlled by on board and big-brother controlled computer systems dominating and 
controlling our every movements. Should we be fearing our politicians, ourselves or Google? 
 
Why not put pen to paper to agree or disagree with my thoughts, Cheers for the future! Fred 
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Some Whacky Wheels photos……………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge "inverter“ between China and Hong Kong because traffic drives on the left in 

Hong Kong. 
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Shannons Sydney Classic (Car Display ) 
Held at Sydney MotorSport Park, Eastern Creek, Sunday 17th August 2014. 

 For the week leading up to the day, all weather reports have been 

talking of misery, starting Saturday and lasting for some days. True to 

expectations, Saturday started off unpleasantly, got steadily worse and the 

evening brought Sydney about an inch ( 25 mms) of most welcome rain. 

Checked with CMC that they would proceed as they have done since the 

event’s inception, and run the event come rain, hail, fire or brimstone.  

 Woke up early Sunday to the comforting sound of rain on the roof, so 

prepared the wet weather gear, and sharpened the wiper blades. The Prinz 

was not too excited to be putting its 4 whacky wheels from the ‘warm’ 

carpeted basement of home onto the almost flooded Pennant Hills road and 

through to Eastern Creek, but after a hesitant start it was like a small child in 

gumboots splashing through the puddles. It was almost torrential till a couple 

of kms short of the venue, when the rain eased off and almost ceased.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Coming up to the entrance, I was greeted by a 

 number of smaller or non hardtops apparently on their 

 way back home. A quick look around and the numbers 

 must have been not more than half of what was expect 

ed (with better weather). Of  our17 ticketed  vehicles  

we ended up with a healthy 7 Micros and 3 Scooters,   

including Ric’s Fiat, which unfortunately had to leave  

early and take its ill driver home. This high percentage 

turnup might have benefitted by the fact that we had  

some of the small amount of  under cover parking. 

 

Photo at right shows 1 of the 7 historic Buses taking guests around the track . 
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Shannons Sydney Classic (Car Display ) 
 Don and Brendan Wagner of Wilberforce are new members, having 

recently completed an excellent restoration of their Goggo Dart. They were 

registered to enter their mighty Dart in the Concours d’Elegance, but the 

challenge to get a not too waterproof Concours car from Wilberforce 

( maybe 50 kms North West of Sydney) was just too risky, considering the 

time and effort in getting to this point. Looking at the lineup of those who 

were able to make it to the judging showed there were many places vacant, 

and perhaps we should have rushed over with a couple of micros, as we 

would have been almost guaranteed a podium finish. Below are the few that 

made it to Concours judging. Grand champion was the Porsche 911. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Geoff had an early start from the Central Coast, planning to meet 

others from his other car club, but they chose to stay in bed. After a coffee at 

Wyong he was the first to arrive and was able to unload the trailer on site 

( as was Allen with the two trailered scooters ). 

 John simply powered through the rain and found that the Prinz was 

after all, reasonably waterproof, and that the brakes and wipers worked when 

wet. ( first drive in bad weather in 25 years !) 
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Shannons Sydney Classic (Car Display ) 
 Our long term ( now) Canberra member decided to travel to Sydney 

on one Scooter, and pick up one of his other scooters from Keith’s home to 

take to MotorSport Park. ( it was a  rare and unusual Swallow Gadabout 

scooter, manufactured by SS Cars Ltd who also produced the Jaguar motor 

car. The Gadabout was introduced in 1946). 

 Bill Guthrie’s plans were interrupted when his scooter suffered a 

‘minor’ but terminal engine failure coming into Goulburn. A call for help 

saw his trusty brother arrive and return him plus scooter to Canberra. The 

decision was then made to drive via automobile to Sydney, and with the 

weather predicted for his return this was a good decision. 

 The last of our contingent to arrive were Mark and Julie in the now 

popular pink and white Fiat. Coming successfully all the way from 

Horsfield Bay they were delighted to survive the climatic onslaught that 

would have destroyed a Sherman tank. Not so pleasant the return trip. It is 

suspected that by doing the track run with 3 in car and handbrake on resulted 

in an undiagnosed clunking noise heard about 10 mins from leaving for 

home. On return to Eastern Creek, a multitude of experts headed by Allen 

determined that it was safe to  drive to Horsfield Bay, and so they did. 

 Doug had planned to ride and exhibit his Hercules, but decided 

instead to drive a real car ( Audi A3 with recently rebuilt engine, 

compliments of the Audi organisation), and arrived at our site helmet in 

hand ( Why the helmet ?) looking like he had just walked through a 

carwash. He took the role of navigator and video man in the Prinz during the 

Track Tour. Doug discovered the hitherto undiscovered movie making of his 

mobile phone, and made history with the first unbroken  recording of an 

MCSC complete lap which also told us that we did it in 5 mins 40 seconds. 

 Now a surprise ! Not only did Keith arrive in his ( now recovered 

from Tamworth ) Lloyd, but there was Monica too. I don’t know  what 

promises were made, but it was 

great to see that she was happy  

to tough it out. 

For me, one of the highlights 

Was watching the three buses  

pictured at right, coming down  

Brabham Straight neck and neck 

Though not racing, Where was  

my camera  ?    
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Shannons Sydney Classic (Car Display ) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above is the MCSC  racing team preparing 

To attempt to break the Eastern Creek lap 

Record. 

To the right, Mark & Julie posing beside   

their handbrake handicapped, first across  

the line Fiat 500. 

Below you can see the MCSC contingent , 

warming their engines awaiting the pace  

car  leading us off, and doing so 1 minute  

and 18.3 seconds behind schedule.  

We managed to hold off the following  

Austins, some Vintage, some Veterans, and 

Model A Fords, helped by the ‘no overtake’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rule.  The Pace Car tried to show us a clean pair of heels, but our Pelaton would not 

allow that and we held on till the bitter end. Off to the tyre shop on Monday. 
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Shannons Sydney Classic (Car Display ) 
Bob Billiards was drawn between two loyalties, the MCSC and the Renault Gordini 

clubs. He solved this by recruiting his son Marty ( again) to look after his Goggo 

CarryAll while he focussed on the Gordini. Seen below left with Bill Guthrie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above right is one of the historic govt buses taking joy riders around the track. 

 

      Niko transported his MotoCompo scooter in his Diahatsu 55 Wide, and chose to 

stand guard over the other scooters rather than risk life and limb on the track.  

 His tiny MotoCompo could have disappeared had there been a heavy 

shower whilst doing the track Tour and with the Monster double Decker buses out 

there amongst us, who knows what could have happened.  

******************************************************************* 

Concours ( not so ) Whacky set of wheels for sale 
1958 Lloyd Hartnett 
Engine: 2-cylinder, in-line, air-cooled,  

o.h.v, o.h.c.; bore 77 mm; cap 596 c.c.;  

19bhp Transmission: Integral with engine;  

single dry-plate clutch; 4-speed synchro,  

front-wheel drive. 4-wheel independent  

semi-elliptics, Steering: Rack-and-pinion 

Wheels: Disc-type, with 4.00 by 15 inch tyres 

4 wheel Hydraulic brakes 

Wheelbase (6’6”), Length (11’), width (4’8”),  

Height (4’7”), Weight (11 cwt) 

Fuel Tank (5.5 gallons) 

The car is concessionally registered in NSW and not directly transferable. 

Scheduled for Auction with MotorClassica in Melbourne October 25th or will sell 

now for $15,000. Call Boon Lim on 02 9431 5332 or 0414 868 932 
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Shannon’s Classic …. Bill’s Gallery. 
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Is this a Mess of Messerschmitts ?  
 
(Note the trailer second from the right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
    Alan Town from the United Kingdom’s MOC ( Messerschmitt Owner’s Club ) has 
sent us this photo. He is a UK Schmitt TG & BMW 600 owner in UK. Alan will be 
paying us a visit Sep / Oct this year. 
    The event was the International MOC UK Rally held from the 17th to 20th 
July  at Wicksteed Park, Barton Road, Kettering. ( a town 130 kms north of 
London). Activities for the 4 days were enjoyed under glorious sunny skies. Visitors 
from Germany included a TG601, i.e. a Tiger with a Trabant power unit fitted. 
    On Thursday, at 2pm there was a run out to Rushton Triangular Lodge, an 
Intriguing 16 century Folly ( a ‘Folly’ is a whimsical building, mainly for looking at) . 
    Then Friday saw a cross country trip to Shuttleworth to view a collection of 
historic aeroplanes near Biggleswade, with a stop in the afternoon at River Great 
Ouse in Great Barford. (see photo above). Another 125 kms clocked up. 
    Saturday we took the 120ks Scenic route passing the 900 year-old Rockingham 
Castle, followed by an evening two course buffet dinner at Wicksteed Park. 
    The club Partsmart was there both Saturday and Sunday, together with an 
auction of parts and articles that members sold…”E-Bay in the park”. Then back to 
the joys of sharing with many others on the Sunday evening, then back on ‘Her 
Majesty’s Motorways for the 300kms drive home to Southport North West UK. 
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WANTED…whacky tractor tools 
Hi Dad ( Fred) , The principal at Kyle  
and Luke's school is looking for a 40  
piece Sidchrome Tractor Tool Kit, as  
per the attached pictures right & below 

I know this is not you and your clubs  
specialist area, but I am wondering if  
you know anyone who might have  
one for sale, or maybe place a want 
ad in your next magazine. 
Thanks, Steve. Ph Fred on 45650219  

 

Whacky Illuminated tires invented by Goodyear in 1961.   

These illuminated tires were 

developed by Goodyear in 1961. 

They’re made from a single piece of 

synthetic rubber and are brightly lit 

by bulbs mounted inside the wheel 

rim. The Goodyear Tire Company 

intend to produce the tyres in a 

variety of colours. So they came up 

with this so that women could 

adjust their stockings at night? 

Anyway, I guess something like this 

would be any car-tuners dream. 

According to LIFE magazine this is 

one of the 30 dumbest inventions.   

http://www.life.com/image/first/in-gallery/25371/30-dumb-inventions
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Whackies For Sale, Wanted, Swap Etc 

 

 

 

 

A 

Ace ( Kelvin Mowtell ) has this Yellow ,RHD 1958 4 wheel BMW Isetta, with 56k miles 

on the clock, two owners from new, imported from the UK in 1961 , $30k . 

Also to the right above, Rabbit super flows 199cc autos 1960s, Japanese top range scooters  

Auto trans, Air suspension, Elect start. We rode these they were made to compete with 

Vespa and Lammys by Fuji heavy Inds.  I have several for sale, parts and manuals  $750 

each . Additionally, Ace has the remains after many Fiat 500 F  restos, large amount used 

parts except body shells. Niki motor and gearbox, motors,  boxes, front ends, wheels ,seats, 

floor pans, etc too much to list. Sell one lot only will not part $1,500 Ono, Also 

Messerschmitt kr200 parts, Sachs Side cover, Hood front f/g fitting, Pair hella tail lights, 

Two Sachs pullers + tools, $120 Ono View East Syd ph  0419273000   

Basically I bought this scooter some many years ago from the original 

owner. It wasn’t even run in when I got it, with less than 500 Km showing 

on the clock. The old boy decided to sell it now that his wife had passed 

away as he bought it new for her back in 1956-7. The scooter is in good 

original condition, with keys and tool roll still present. In 2000 I pulled it 

out of the National Motorcycle Museum where I had it stored, put new fuel 

in it, had it registered and rode it across Australia on “the world’s longest 

rally in one continent” with about 45 other people from around the globe.  

      

     I’ve not used the scooter since then (as 

     it’s such a good time capsule)  

     From memory is a 1956 or 7 150cc  

     NSU Prima in good original condition        

     At $4,000 it will be a good buy. 

     Email Bill Guthrie at    

      wj62@bigpond.com  
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Whacky E-bikes take their turn 

More power to the cyclist, say electric bikes fans, who see this assisted form of 

pedal power as a transport bridge between traditional bicycles and the car. 

This article has been extracted from one by Georgie Haberfield from RACV 

Rebecca Lee bought her first electric bike seven years ago, back when they were daggy. 
“There were only one or two suppliers, and they had pink or blue,” Rebecca recalls. “It was 
quite a heavy bike when it ran out of battery charge, which it did quite quickly.” 

Over the years Rebecca’s electric bikes –or e-bikes, as many are calling them – have 
become lighter and better powered. When Royal Auto spoke to her, she was eight months 
pregnant and really enjoying the motorised assistance to get around her hilly home suburb of 
Warrandyte. 

Rebecca, 35, is one of a growing number of Victorians who are choosing e-bikes for transport 
and leisure. Retailers reckon sales have doubled in the past year for an item that can cost 
anything from $1200 to $3200. Riders still have to pedal an e-bike, but the assistance the 
electric motor gives is the deal-clincher for many buyers. 

Monash University’s Marilyn Johnson has followed the international trends. “Some of the 
stats will blow your mind,” she says. “There are 210 million electric bikes owned in China and, 
last year alone, their sales estimate was 33 million.” 

The uptake of e-bikes in Italy and Germany now outstrips regular bicycles, and The 
Netherlands, Austria, Canada and the U.S. aren’t far behind. 
While Australia is trailing that trend, its pace has quickened, particularly since the Federal 
Government in 2013 adopted a European design rule allowing e-bikes to be powered by 250 
watts (the standard import size). 

Marilyn, who is a research fellow with Monash’s Institute of Transport Studies and 
Department of Civil Engineering and a policy officer at the Amy Gillett Foundation, says an 
electric bike study of 529 people shows that access to electric bikes is attracting more people 
to cycling. 

The study showed 88% of those who weren’t previously cyclists are riding their electric bike 
weekly and almost half are riding daily. “It’s a big, big shift,” Marilyn says. 
“(People) would say it’s too hilly, it’s too far, they’re too unfit. And they’re really blunt, they 
say, ‘I’m too fat, I’m too lazy’. But then they’d ride (an electric bike) for the month and many of 
them enjoyed it so much they went on to ride a pedal bike. 
“We also found they stopped driving cars as much. They were making a choice to ride the e-
bike because they said it was really, really fun.” 

People on e-bikes also feel safer, Marilyn says. “If there was a tricky situation they felt the 
extra power assistance would help them get out of it … and newer and older riders felt more 

comfortable about their fitness and safer in terms of getting to and from their destination 
and back.”  
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 Electric bikes could  address the concerns of some people who believe their personal 

fitness prevents them from riding. 
      “E-bikes may make bike riding an option for people who might not have considered it 
before,” says Dave Jones, RACV’s manager of roads and traffic. “Moving from your car to a 
pedal bike is a step too far for many people. E-bikes gives them assistance but also 
exercise.”    

On an environmental level, supporting e-bikes is similar to RACV’s support for low-emission 
and alternative-fuel motor vehicles, which reduce the cost and environmental impact of 
motoring.    “Having access to an e-bike may reduce the need for households to own their 
second or third car, or help them to use their cars less,” Dave says. 

     The environmental benefits of an e-bike converted Rebecca Lee, and it gave her a new 
career. Rebecca and her partner now convert traditional bikes into electric bikes from their 
home. 
    I’m passionate about environmental issues and I want to help people to help the planet,” 
she says. “It’s a good middle step between a car and a bike.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOOSE THE RIGHT E-BIKE 

Like conventional bicycles, e-bikes come in all styles, There are flat bar commuters, 

downhill mountain bikes, recumbent tourers and folding bikes to stow in caravans.  

 

THE RULES 
Electric bike users must remember to adhere to bicycle road rules, such as wearing 
a helmet that meets the Australian Standard and riding in a bicycle lane if there is 
one on the road.  
 
CONVERT YOUR OWN BIKE 
Converting your own bike to an e-version gives you the most scope for choosing 
the style of bike you like and getting the right size – because most off-the-shelf e-
bikes don’t come in different sizes. There are several electric bike conversion kits 
on the market in Australia.  
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Is This Patty’s First Burger Scooter/Bike 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words 
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MICRO-MEMORIES   Graham Sims 

A very pleasant day at Gough Whitlam Park, where some of our microcars shared a (small) 
part of the limelight at a German Classic Cars display, got me to thinking, once, again, about 
why we continue to persevere with our odd, underpowered, unstable and often 
temperamental little beasties, and why the public, even when able to gaze upon classic 
Mercedes, Audis, Volkswagens, etc, continue to be fascinated by our diminutive Heinkels, 
Isettas, NSU’s, Goggos, Lloyd Hartnetts, Messerschmitts, etc. As ever, the spectators ranged 
from those of our, (well, some of our) mature age, to 20-30-40 year olds, down to teenagers 
and even much younger ankle-biters. 

Some oldies, often from Britain, Germany or other parts of Europe, remembered the 
microcars of the 1950’s and early ‘60’s. Some actually owned or drove one . . . or 
remembered a relative or friend doing so. 

Often, their eyes would light up and they’d say such things as “oh, gosh, I haven’t seen one 
of these for 50 (or) 60 years “, my uncle/father; neighbour had one:” “I sold mine and bought 
a Mini/VW etc”. 

On the “Whitlam Park” day, a delightful German lady, who remembered seeing a Heinkel, as 
a child, very politely asked me in German (a shared language) if she could possibly sit in 
mine and have her photo taken. I agreed with pleasure, and it made her day! 

Sadly, though, it reminded me of an occasion in 2003, shortly after I’d bought my BMW Isetta 
(“das rollende Ei — the rolling egg) and was showing it to my local mower mechanic at 
Thornleigh, also a German speaker and small engine afficionado. 

In Frank’s shop was a little old man, whom I’d not seen before, and whose ears pricked up at 
my mention of “ein Isetta”.  “Do you have an Isetta?” he asked, in Viennese/German. 

“Yes, it’s outside in the street,” I replied. He hurried out, gazed in wonder at my little yellow 
bug, and asked me if he could sit in it. I invited him to do so, and, as he sat in it, saying “Ich 
kann es nicht glauben” (I can’t believe it) over and over, he began to quietly cry. 

Concerned, I asked him what was the matter. His reply, in essence, was that 50+ years ago, 
he and his late wife had gone on their honeymoon in a yellow Isetta (just like mine) and had 
driven it from Vienna to Innsbruck, in the middle of winter. 

He had not seen an Isetta ever since. 

For something to say, I asked him “Where did you put all your clothes and luggage?” 

“It was our honeymoon. We didn’t take much” he replied, with a shadow of a smile. 

Now, at that stage, my “new” Isetta was disinclined to engage any gears but first or reverse, 
but I offered to take the old gent for a drive when I’d sorted things out. 

To my great regret, he died before I could do so, but I know that seeing and sitting in my little 
yellow “egg”, after all those years, evoked some fond memories for him. 
 
On the other hand, a remarkable number of mature-age people, on seeing our microcars, 
seem to have been hitherto blissfully unaware of their very existence. 

They think they’re new, or homemade, or toys, or electric, or solar powered, or “wind-up” 

etc. “Well, I’ve never seen anything like it,“ is quite a common reaction. 
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MICRO-MEMORIES  
And, of course, most younger folk, (I find an ever-increasing percentage of my 
fellow humans to be “younger folk” nowadays) genuinely have never seen anything 
like our microcars before. 

They either feign disgust or bemusement, or roll around in helpless mirth, or, if they 

are aged about 10 or less, run up to Mum or Dad and scream “I want one!” 

I have rarely encountered a total lack of any reaction at all, although, in my local 
shopping centre, there is one haughty lady who reacts to the presence of my Isetta 
or my Heinkel by rolling her eyes, gazing heavenwards and walking away in 
apparently high dudgeon. (Then again, it may be me against whom her disdain is 
directed, not my micros. I should ask her.) 

One of the hardest things for the young and/or innocent to comprehend is that, 
“once upon a time”, our vintage microcars (and scooters) were used as normal, 
(well, perhaps not quite normal), everyday vehicles, including by those of us in our 
club, old enough to have been driving or riding them back in the 50’s or 60’s. 

Good heavens!  I’ve just realised that even in our quite specifically focused Club, 
our membership probably falls into at least three categories. 

 Those of us old enough to have owned or driven a “back then” microcar 

and/or scooter and who actually did so 

 Those who are old enough to have done so, but, for whatever reason, 
didn’t, and only became aficionados in resent years, as a nostalgic or geriatric 
thing 

 Those who are too young to have been motoring around, back in the good 
old days, but who, for some reason or other, have been attracted to our 
peculiar little vehicles. 

HINT! Our Club magazine needs and pleads for articles, however brief, from 
members in any and all of these categories. For example: 

 Why did you have a microcar or scooter back in the olden days? 

 Why did you never  have one (until now)? 

 Do you (now) wish you’d owned one? 

 Do you regret (not) owning one? 

In my own case, my very first motor vehicles were an Austin “Chummy”, bought for 
£5 when I was 15, and sold for £10 when I was 16, without my ever driving it, 
followed by a Ducati “Cucciolo” autocycle, of spectactular 49cc capacity, and an 
even more spectacular unreliability. 

In 1958 I bought a Douglas Vespa 125 (from “Bruce Small” in Haymarket, Sydney) 
and soon traded it in on a new Vespa 125. By then, I was hooked on scooters. 
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MICRO-MEMORIES  

In 1960 I satisfied my heart’s desire (or so I thought) by buying a yellow and black 
Heinkel Tourist from Capitol Motor Cycles, in Campbell St, Sydney. 

My Heinkel and I travelled quite far afield, quite apart from my daily commuting from 
Concord West to Sydney University, but my one-day-to-be father-in-law was less 
than overjoyed at his number one daughter travelling pillion.  He kept muttering 
about my buying a “proper” car, as a “normal” young man would do.And so, in 1961, 
I bought a Messerschmitt KR200, from A P North’s, in Wentworth Ave. 

Somehow, the Messerschmitt failed to convince him of its “properness”, and I failed 
to convince him of my “normality” . . . but we still had lots of fun. 

Nowadays apprehensive of driving my Isetta or Heinkel Kabine too far afield, and 
terrified to take them onto motorways, it’s salutary to remember that back in the 
60’s, we drove my little Messerschmitt just about anywhere . . . up to the Blue 
Mountains, to Bathurst and Orange, to Taree and North Haven, to Wollongong, 
Gerringong etc etc. if it broke down, I fixed it. 
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1

Whacky Auto Obsession 
(from the Media Release at Sydney Powerhouse Museum.)  

 Headed ‘Treasures from the Museums’s car collection out from the vaults’ this 

took place Saturday 9th August at the Museum, launched by the minister for the Arts, Troy 

Grant. As a contributor, supplying the Zeta Runabout to the Museum in 2012, MCSC 

member, Fred Diwell was invited to attend the Media release opening of this event.  

 Featuring over 25 restored and original historic cars comprising a curious and 

fascinating selection from luxury tourers and family sedans  to racing and sports cars. The 

photos on these two pages are just to whet your  

Appetite.  

 The museum’s extensive car collection is 

of significant historical and technological import- 

ance and presents insights into our rich automotive 

Manufacturing history. Some of the iconic cars 

featured  include the FJ Holden and the NSW  

Governor’s Rolls Royce.  

 Other cars from Australian automotive  

History include a 1965 Ford Falcon XP a 1970  

Chrysler Valiant Regal VF, seen alongside the  

Lesser known, but strikingly quirky, 1964  

Lightburn Zeta Runabout and 1971 Nota Fang IV 

Prototype sports car. 

 Many of the cars in Auto Obsession are 

 time capsules of automotive history, having had 

 little work done on them other than to preserve 

Their originality in carefully monitored and climate  

controlled storage facilities.  

 They can be compared to the much sort after  

‘barn finds’ cars in the current collector market.  

 

     

 

1964 EH 179, driven by Dick Smith in 

First Variety Club B to B Bash in 1985 

   1908 Holsman Box Buggy   

1913 Sheffield Simplex...3 left worldwide  

 

       1917 Detroit Electric 
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Auto Obsession ….. Powerhouse Museum , Harris St Ultimo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1971 Nota (Fang)  prototype for Road Track    Home made Electric by Sir Rowland Wilson 

Series  racing                                                      Canberra, 1942/43 Used by Qantas 1974  

           

        This will be the first time so many wonderful

        vehicles from their collection have been on  

        display together . There are 25 in all, making 

         it, along with all the other exhibits  a  

         worthwhile visit. 

         To the left is a 1959 Goggomobil Dart  
 

 

 

Yamaha All Terrain Vehicle ( ATV) 
This expedition workhorse wasn’t included. 

It was on display elsewhere and  Ifelt it worthy 

of mention. Quad Squad team member Jamie 

Kenyon rode this ATV on a journey from  

Istanbul to Sydney, setting a Guinness World 

Record for the longest quad bike expedition.  

Also making the ride were fellow Australians 

Valerio De Simoni and Kristofer (Ted) Davant   

Tragically, Valerio was killed in an accident in  

Malawi Africa, Janie & Ted completed the 56,873 km in 14 months raising $100,000 for 

Oxfam Australia. 

 

And for the ladies there  

is a display and  

Exhibition of the dresses 

 and hats etc used in the 

 making of the movie… 

Strictly Ballroom   
……..Fred 
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NATIONAL HERITAGE MOTORING DAY 
Bella Vista Farm.  Sunday 18 May 2014 

 After trips to Albion Park and Riverstone during the previous two 

weeks, an easy drive up Windsor Road took me to Bella Vista Farm, where 

the Brits had occupied most of the display area.  After finding a good parking 

spot beside a post-war Chev, I had a good look at the cars, of which there was 

a good variety. 

The following British car clubs were out in force: 

1. Wolseley  2 .Rover  3. Small Ford (Prefect and Anglia)  4. Rootes Group 

(Hillman and Humber)   5. Austin   6. Leyland P76   7. Morris Minor Picnic 

Club, (but it was hard to find a car with a Morris engine)   8. Singer   9. 

Jowett.  

 In addition, there were a couple of Morgans and Daimlers and an MG 

TF and an MG A Twin Cam.  The Italians were represented by a very modern 

Fiat Abarth and a VW Beetle was the sole German representative. Other cars 

on display were Studebakers, Hudsons and a Rambler, representing AMI. 

 There was a T Model Ford which the owner had driven around 

Australia in 2008. It had a ute back and the owner had built an overhead 

frame. on which he had slept for all but one night of the journey of about three 

months. 

 The range of  about 80 vehicles was good, as there was very little 

model repetition. 

 In addition to the cars. there were about 15 market and food stalls. 

Then there was a farm nursery with a calf, lamb, rabbit, hen, and an alpaca., 

which were very popular with the kids. There were also pony rides. 

Inspections of the old homestead were available. 

 Overall, I thought it was a very good day…….. Tim Dalton 

*************************************************************** 
On Right is a copy of the postcard  
Allen got from his scooter mate  
Pete (Aka Vespa riding Elvis from  
the Elvis Festival in Parkes,  
featured in the Autumn magazine)  
whilst he is on his six month tour  
of Europe. 
Not sure if the reverse of 
the postcard was suitable 
for publication 
So from the land of ABBA…….. 



26 

Suzuki Super Carry Trayback Ute 
As some of you know, I tend to be a bit obsessed by the Suzuki Marque, which have long 

produced (from the late 1970’s) a range of what the Japanese term “Kei vehicles” i.e. small 

commercial vehicles, usually with small dimensions (around 3 – 3.5 metres long), and with 

small engines, usually under 600cc. My Mighty Boy is the perfect example of that type of 

vehicle. 

 

A van and trayback ute version of Suzuki’s Kei car range was produced called the Suzuki 

Carry, which began life with an engine under 600cc, then as Japanese emission, etc laws 

strengthened, and carrying capacity requirements expanded, the engine size gradually 

increased to 800cc, then 1.0 litre, and finally 1.3 litre, which today’s variant of the Carry Van 

and utes are fitted with, and are apparently still manufactured today. The older (1970’s and 

1980’s) versions of the vans and trayback utes have almost disappeared from our roads, as 

they were used commercially, flogged to death, then discarded, as they were so relatively 

inexpensive at the time. 

 

In any case, my “obsession” overtook me during our most recent caravanning trip north, 

where I came across a remarkably good condition 1985 Suzuki Super Carry trayback ute, with 

a 1.0 litre engine, and 5 speed gearbox, at Bowraville near Nambucca Heads. Whoever owned 

it had taken exceptionally good care of it, and in 2004 gave it a complete refurbishment i.e. 

engine + gearbox rebuild, fully repainted in it’s original yellow, and retrimmed the interior in 

black & yellow, with a “hatching chick” emblem in the headrests, nicknaming it “Tweety”. I 

was surprised at the cheap asking price, especially as it also had 10 months rego left, so I 

offered 10% less than was being asked, and was amazed the offer was accepted. 

 

Below is a photo taken of it at my mate’s place at Blackmans Point near Pt Macquarie, where 

I had driven it to from Nambucca Heads where we were staying with the caravan, to leave it 

for later pick up with a car trailer. 

 

I know that it doesn’t totally fit in with the Microcar theme, but because of it’s rarity and 

excellent condition, it is so unique nowadays, so I couldn’t help but share it …….Bob Nash. 
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Being a Pawn not Porn Star. 
 

Several weeks ago a friend in the motor industry phoned me and asked, “Are you interested in 

being in a TV show with your Messerschmitt?” He did not know full details but said he would 

phone back in a few days. I was interested but before giving a commitment would like to 

know more. 

When I received a return phone call several days later, Rory asked me, “Would you like to be 

in a porn programme that will be circulated world wide?” 

“Gosh”, I replied a little taken back, “I thought they used only young good looking blokes for 

that kind of thing, being in my seventies I could be a bit past that and what would a 

Messerschmitt be doing in a porn movie?”  

“No, you goose, it is a PAWN movie, on screen they want you to sell your Messerschmitt!” 

Mentally I thought, “Oh well, that’s life”. 

It was then asked if had I ever seen “Pawn Stars” on cable TV filmed in the USA. I had on 

occasion and now then and were going to produce a similar show called “Pawn Stars 

Australia”. The plot is that someone with an unusual item wants to sell it and a pawn broker is 

involved in the transaction  with an expert in that particular field is brought in and advises of 

its quality, rarity, whether the item would be easy to resell and the value. 

The following week a film crew of twelve arrived at my Castle Hill workshop at 7am. The 

director had a long chat to all of us of the comings days proceedings. Also in attendance were 

two very genuine pawn brokers who were actually brothers. An expert valuer and automotive 

authority was also there.  

There was no formal script and was ad libbed, it turned out to be a long day as we finished at 

6pm. Many of the scenes were retakes as filming had to stop each time a truck passed as it 

was being video taped outside my workshop situated in an industrial complex. 

The two brothers were genuinely rapt in the Messerschmitt, took it for a test drive with both 

inside and thought it to be a very saleable item should we conclude the transaction. The expert 

also gave a glowing report for as a child his parents in Scotland had owned one and both he 

and his brother had been driven to school in it daily. Additionally, he was rather an expert on 

Messerschmitts as he had owned several. 

It was a great day. I don’t want to spoil the ending, so you will have to watch the show when 

aired between September and Christmas on Foxtel’s new channel. ……. David Nobbs, 
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The objectives of membership are for the preservation, restoration and promotion of Microcars 

and Scooters, all kept to as original condition as practical. Monthly meetings take place at the 

Greyhound Club, Boardman Ave, Yagoona, on the third Friday of each month starting at 8.00 

p.m. We hold rallies and social events on a regular basis for members and associate with similar 

clubs here and overseas. Localised personal information and advice can be acquired from our 

state delegates or web site: 
 

 Victoria:  Paul Lucas at Mornington,  03 5975 7203. 

 Queensland: Terry White at Kelvin Grove  07 3356 5828. 

 Tasmania:  John Barrass at Newstead  03 6333 0544. 

 Western Australia Zig Pasnicki has put his hand up            08 9397 6315. 

 South Australia: Ian Wilson at Clearview  08 8262 3033. 

 Queensland  Ruth Farrar (BMW specialist)  0438 883 201.   

 Other independent associated registers and clubs that promote the same ideals are: British two 

stroke club in Victoria, Goggomobil register in NSW, Microcar Club of New Zealand, Siva in 

Perth WA, Velosolex Oz group in Vic, and Southwest Brisbane motoring club inc.  
 

The club magazine is published four times a year around the beginning of March, June, 

September, and December. Items for inclusion should be submitted to the editor by the 10th of 

the month prior to publication; receiving information early gives us a better chance of getting the 

magazine out on time. Rates for half or full page advertisements are available at modest cost. 
 

Membership joining and renewals can now be made by direct debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 

633000.East Gosford, to MCSC Inc A/c 122802259. Make sure you put your name in the 

comments section so we know who it’s from.  

 

During compilation of this publication the MCSC editor believed all reports and information true and correct. However the 

editor makes no representations, either expressed or implied as to the accuracy of information and data contained herein, and 

accepts no liability for any use of the information and data or reliance placed upon it.  

In other words if we got something wrong we are sorry and let us know. This particularly applies to phone numbers, dates, 

technical details and name spelling. We do try our best! All rights reserved © 2014 MCSC. 

 

‘Microcar and Scooter Club Inc’ No 987 6195. 
 

 Web site, drive.to/mcsc email microcar@drive.to 
 

Correspondence C/o  MCSC. Post Office Box 42, Berowra, NSW, 2081. 
 

President:              John Renshaw, ph 02 9484 8666, <pop.nan@optusnet.com.au> 

Scooter President       Andy Jackson,  <ozlambretta@gmail.com>  ph 0406 753 533  

Secretary:                      Douglas Kennedy, ph 02 9456 0341, <douglaskennedy@internod.on.net>  

Treasurer:            Allen Wall, 02 9708 0347 or  0417 267 173, <alscooters@bigpond.com> 

Editor/prodn:                 John Renshaw, (with Graham Sims as proof reader) 

Webmaster:               Andy Jackson  see above 
Magazine Technical:     Fred Diwell/Julie Wall 

Magazine distribution   John Renshaw and Allen Wall   

Events Co-ordinator:     Scott Stevenson with a request for  assistance from all members  

Events:                          Allen Wall, along with committee collaboration. 

Research officer:           Douglas Kennedy, contact as above. 

Spare parts adviser:       Fred Diwell, 02 4565 0219, e-mail  microcarscooter@skymesh.com.au> 

Club plate register  

 & inspector:           Keith Wall, and movement day book Ph 02 9790 3803 or 02 9708 0347  

CMC delegates:             Allen Wall, Peter Luks 

Publicity officer:           Allen Wall.  


