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Annual Dinner, Royal Automobile Club of Australia
Seated ..Don & Bev Mould, John Renshaw, Alvia Buckle, Margaret Renshaw,
Standing ...Cathy & Bob Billiards, Allen Wall, Bill Buckle, Keith Wall, Andy
Jackson, Monica Wall. (See page 6 for more on this event )
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Pie in the Sky (or the meeting of two R360’s)
The opportunity for a mid week outing was too good to resist when the invitation was made via an email
a few weeks ago. I decided that if the weather was good I would make the time to go and I am glad that I
did. I prepared MIKI the day before by making a run up to the local fuel station to add another 5 litres to
the tank and added 200ml of oil, cleaned the windscreen and drove the car to our home in Strathfield.
The clutch pedal decided to become a concern when it randomly decided not to come back up after being
depressed. At one set of lights I was the first at the line and when I tried to take off the pedal remained
on the floor. I was forced to wave vehicles behind me on as the lights turned red again. I found that by
working the pedal for a while the pedal eventually responded and operated normally. Care had to be
taken to not accelerate till I could feel the clutch plate fully bite the flywheel when changing gears. I
arrived home safe and sound and I decided to see how it went next morning. Wednesday arrived and the
weather was cloudy but it didn’t look like it was going to rain so I left at 10am avoiding the pressure of
the peak hour traffic. The clutch pedal was stiff again but freed up after I operated it while the car was
warming up. My route took me straight up Concord Road and left onto the Pacific highway. The car ran
beautifully, and I found that by letting the engine rev slightly higher that I had done in my short runs
around my workshop, the engine operated in its torque band and I could negotiate hills in mostly 4 th gear
but 3rd allowed me to travel at a respectable speed even on the several steep grades I encountered. I
started to plan ahead thinking about not having to change gears unnecessarily, so I found that by letting
the traffic get away from me at times meant that I met them again when they started to pull away from
the lights. Overall I didn’t seem to be any slower than the traffic, managing about 40 mph at times. I
proceeded past the freeway and turned right towards Hornsby. By keeping left and going through the old
part of Hornsby I avoided a very steep hill outside the Bowling alley. I was quite pleased with myself. I
headed past the turn to the Galston Gorge and up the old Pacific Highway. The traffic was light but the
distance did seem much greater than I remembered from my travelling the area in my youth.

Photo shows Keith Wall’s Lloyd, Vic Fenech’s Mazda R360 and a group around Tim Dalton’s R360
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Unfortunately, I sailed past the Berowra exit and found myself on the M1 before I realised
what was happening, which did alarm me somewhat. I upped the speed and the little 2 cylinder came
into its own. The speedo came up to 50 mph without any complaints. I hugged the left lane and studied
the rear view mirror for vehicles that might come up on me, not expecting me to be 30km/h slower than
them. I turned on the lights to improve visibility. As I came to the top of a gentle grade the car lost
power and the engine stopped. That caught me by surprise. I slipped into the verge lane. I could hear
the fuel pump rattling furiously and I realised that it had run out of fuel. I quickly pulled the “Reserve
fuel knob” on the dash and after 2-3 seconds the pump went quiet. I twisted the key and the motor came
to life again. I was still rolling along and I grabbed 2 nd gear and accelerated away, merging back into
the left lane. I slipped into angel gear as I went down the hill to cross the Brooklyn bridge.
The speedo came up to 60 mph. I took the first exit after the bridge and followed the signs to
make my way onto the old bridge at Brooklyn. I remembered where I was and proceeded along the old
Pacific Highway, pulling to the left just once to let another car go past. The odometer turned over
16,000 miles as I crossed the old bridge. After about 10 minutes The Pie in the Sky cafe came into view
and I pulled up in the carpark. Total 1.5 hours. It had just started to sprinkle with rain and I wound the
windows up and made for the warmth of the cafe. I had a steak pie and a coffee and it wasn’t long
before the other visitors at the cafe started noticing the car and taking pictures. A few even sought me
out to ask for details about the car.
30 minutes later Keith, Monica, Tim and John arrived. After ordering refreshments, we sat
together and talked about what the workers were doing for the day. This was the first time that Tims
R360 and mine had been in the same place together. The two cars are only a few numbers different
from each other in their body numbers. This is the first time in 50 years that the two cars were on the
road again. Several people stopped to take photos of the cars and ask us questions.Tim was keen to
have a drive of my car so we decided to take a short run down the road. Unfortunately the clutch pedal
had decided to get stuck again so we spent quite a bit of time trying to figure out what was going on. It
seems that the grease that lubricates the thrust bearing on the input shaft of the gearbox had become
very sticky. When the pedal is worked for a while the grease breaks up and the pedal can be operated
relatively smoothly. When the car is hot the grease stays somewhat liquid.
Now that the car had sat for a few hours we had quite a bit of difficulty in getting the pedal to
be operational again. Tim’s drive was not very successful in allowing him to compare the two cars but
he did confirm my findings that the cars run better when the engines are allowed to rev out in gears. I
had a turn in Tim’s car. I found that his car’s engine was quieter than mine. Perhaps my tappets need
adjusting… Tim warned me that when the reserve knob had been operated there isn’t that much fuel left
and he advised me to take the opportunity to top off the tank at the first fuel station I came to. We said
our goodbyes and I set off first. I came upon a Shell service station and added 15 litres.
The wet mark on the dip stick was only just visible. I got what seemed every red light on the
run home and I found myself checking that the clutch was going to operate at every opportunity. I had
lots of other cars toot their horns at me, and taking photos and videos, giving me the thumbs up and
commenting how nice the car was. I arrived back at my workshop in Milperra without incident but my
back was a little sore and I welcomed the chance to stretch my legs when I got out.
All up I had covered 102 miles and this was my first serious excursion with the car. I did take
my tool box with me but apart from the clutch issue the car gave me no reason to doubt that it will be
reliable. I am going to attend to that clutch in the next week or so. I really want to avoid taking the
motor out if I can possibly avoid it. All in all, it was a great day out and I would look forward to doing
it again sometime. …….Vic Fenech
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Canberra - Auto Italia 30th Anniversary report …. Sat March 28th
This year’s annual display of Italian automotive history saw a large turnout in
Canberra without the menacing storm clouds that threatened rain the day before, for
Auto Italia 2015. It had rained on and off all the week prior and did not look
promising for the day, but the foul weather stayed away and it became quite hot with
bright sunshine for the whole day.
The venue returned to the lawns in front of Old Parliament House near the
shores of Lake Burley Griffin, with its rich cultural architectural surrounds providing
a unique backdrop to the display area to show off your Italian automotive wares.
Canberra’s Auto Italia is not intended as a concourse event, but rather as a static
display and celebration of Italian automotive machinery. The aim of the day is to get
as many Italian cars, bikes and scooters as possible in attendance, and to ensure that
everyone has an enjoyable time. The vehicles range from the pristine and rare to daily
drives and rides.
Club members were in good attendance, providing a large display of two
wheeled predominantly Lambretta machines. I displayed a small collection of early
race scooters complete with trophies and other associated period items and this year’s
collection of scooters brought out more than just the ‘normal’ Vespas and
Lambrettas. Among these others were two nicely restored machines, one, a 200cc
Moto Guzzi Galletto with its spare wheel mounted behind the steering column on the
front of the leg shield and the other, a nice cream and red 150cc ISO Milano. Both
these machines drew big crowds of inquisitive on-lookers as did the race bikes.
Up on previous years was the amount of Italian food vendors offering more
culinary delights. The warm weather saw long lines at the Gelato vendors who were
doing a roaring trade and I saw several club members enjoying more than one
throughout the day, myself included. Unfortunately the food vendors heavily
encroached into the scooter display area, which caused some initial set-up problems
and delays in establishing appropriate display criteria for the scooter class,
categories.
The only disappointment was the shortened list of eligible categories for the
two wheeled vehicles display classes, down on previous years. With the large amount
of varied two wheeled entrants in attendance there was a disproportionate amount of
awards compared to the four wheeled categories.
Despite this, the ‘dell'Ambasciata d'Italia a Canberra’, Canberra’s Italian
High Commissioner, Mr Francesco Zazo awarded trophies for; Best classic scooter:
won by myself for my original condition 1951 Model C Lambretta racing scooter,
Best P-Series Vespa: won by Dennis Greenwood with his black 2003 PX200, Best
Automatic scooter: won by Ross Loiterton with his Vespa GTS300 and the Best
Italian designed/inspired (non Italian manufactured) scooter: won by John Hunter
with his original condition Douglas Vespa VNA125. A good day was had by all who
went, with some truly magnificent machines not often seen in attendance. ……
Bill Guthrie ( photos next page )
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Royal Automobile Club of Australia, Annual Dinner, August 8th
The Micro Car Club was invited to the 2015 Annual Dinner as one of
our members along with his wife was to be the Guest of Honour. This giant of
a micro man ( father of the Goggomobil ) is Bill Buckle, and this year the
RACA wanted to recognise the impact and contribution that Bill has made to
Australia’s Automotive success ( and other things ) over many years.
The RACA was formed as the ACA in March 1903 with the aim of
fostering motoring and assisting motorists. In the first decade of operation the
ACA hosted a number of competitive events for automobile owners and
negotiated with country hoteliers to stock fuel, making them Australia’s first
petrol stations. In 1919 the King approved the conferral of “Royal” status on
the Club
In 1909 the Club issued a protest regarding the behaviour of horse
drawn vehicles, responding to criticism of motor cars from horse drawn
passengers. The Government charged the Club with responsibility for issuing
Competency Certificates to drivers. The first driver examiners were club
members H Skinner and C O Sherwood. Issues which were high on the
agenda were road conditions, vehicle taxation, vehicular ferry services, safety
and street signage; in all of which the Club took a leading role.

Photo above shows the Macquarie Street red carpet entry showing a Buckle
Sports on the left, and Don Mould’s Goggo Dart on the right. These two were
designed and built by Bill, and were there to welcome Bill and Alvia to the
Dinner at which they were the guests of honour.
Cover photo shows those representing the MCSC to recognise and
acknowledge Bill and Alvia Buckle’s achievements. Don commented ‘ Eric
Carswell arranged the forecourt display, so I was able to show the Dart. Bev and I
found the history of Bill’s achievements most informative and interesting .If you

were not there you missed a great night with the other club members‘.
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Royal Automobile Club of Australia, Annual Dinner, August 8th
In the Victoria Room at the
RACA , in pride of place
underneath the chandelier,
one of Bill’s beautifully
restored Goggo Darts sat
for a couple of weeks prior to
the dinner.. Guests were able
to admire the car whilst
enjoying pre-dinner drinks.
Bill took a little time
to discuss the great
variation in function
between his Goggos
of the late 50’s and
his latest acquisition,
(some 55 years later),
a 2015 Tesla electric
car .
One of the fascinating
features is the Tesla’s
ability to remember,
via the GPS, where
there are road surfaces
that cause the car to
bottom out and when
coming 50 metres from that point, automatically raises the
suspension to avoid the bump. ( or was he pulling my leg!!)
Like many modern cars, it has much of its function controlled by
computers, but unlike others, when the factory decides to make
improvements to performance or handling etc, the Tesla itself
upgrades its computers. Next morning you find that it goes faster.
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Marriage in the Mountains
MCSC Member Bob Nash and wife Robyn were delighted on May 23, when
the powers from above stopped the rain and wind to provide a glorious day
and tremendous backdrop of Govett’s Leap for the wedding of their youngest
daughter Alyssa to Domenic. Alas, the Mighty Boy, Suzuki Trayback, and
scooters, all missed out on joining with the bridal party.

**************************************************************
Long time member, Allen Kuchel shows that quality Micro Cars are not only
the domain of city folk. These two magnificent examples reside with him in
Renmark South Australia.
To the right is Allen’s Zeta Sports
Below his Lloyd Alexander TS
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Just a couple of pics of recent events from Victoria
During our WACK (Wimmera against
cancer in kids) day, our local Car club
had most of our vehicles on display to
assist in the worthy fundraiser. It was a
perfect sunny day and our car,
(1958 Mrs Smith) was positioned beside
a very expensive Ford GT 40. It was
quite obvious throughout the display
which car had the most attention. The
day raised around $10,000 for kids in
this area who unfortunately have to
travel 300km to Melbourne for treatment. This money will assist in traveling expenses and relieve the financial
burden. At our recent local Agricultural
Show our Messerschmitt was awarded
the show’s extreme exhibit. The wash,
polish and display board did the trick
and with it (the best of all) come a nice little reward. It does indicate that
Micro Cars do have something special that appeals to all ages.
Cheers Alan ( and Venie ) Jolley …... Horsham Victoria.
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A Couple of Whacky Wheels

Vehicle make unknown, this motorised Hoover Constellation
Vacuum Cleaner roamed the streets in 1960, advertising the release
of this latest in carpet cleaners., which floats on a cushion of air.
11th May 1961: Salesman
Mike Dreschler has his
motorised roller skates
refuelled at a petrol station
near Hartford, Connecticut.
He has a single horsepower
air-cooled engine strapped
to his back and holds a
clutch, accelerator and an
engine cut-off switch in his
hand.
Way back then, this Sunoco
servo was warning that their
gasoline contained lead.
( see side of pump).
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The Truter’s Bond Bug 750 ES et al
Tucked securely away in Michael and Gail’s garage next to the ( their)
oldest home in NSW’s South Coast, and rubbing shoulders with the odd other
motoring masterpiece is perhaps the most original and lowest mileage Bond Bug
750 ES known to the world’s motoring enthusiasts. This bug has travelled a mere
67 miles and 7 of those in the last 12 months. Perhaps this is the only 750 ES in Oz.
The Truters both enjoy the driving control afforded by avoiding the modern
technology of today’s autos; Gail drives a rather smart 1984 Holden Statesman, and
Michael can choose between a few other cars, including a prototype, which is
basically a 1967 Jaguar 420 compact with 4 headlights and an E-Type 4.2 litre XK
engine, suspension & brakes and an Austin Healey 100 six with nsw reg no 100SIX.
Michael has a fascinating story to tell of his 1926 Hillman sedan (bought
from 20th century Fox after starring as Steve McQueen’s taxi in ‘The Sand Pebbles’,
made in Hong Kong ), which he has owned for many years with a gap of 13 when it
‘went missing’. The story goes that Michael and a friend determined it would be
good to drive the Vintage Hillman around Australia to celebrate Hillman coming
under the umbrella of Chrysler, and obtained sponsorship from both Chrysler and a
petrol company, when both had assumed that the other was committed.
Unfortunately, partway through the trip, Michael’s co driver was killed in a
boat accident in Victoria, and he then took the Hillman to be stored at the Chrysler
factory in Adelaide.
When he decided to collect same and take it home, to his surprise it was no
longer there, and eventually he heard that someone took it away by explaining that
the ‘owner’ had died and it was now his. Search as he might, the Hillman stayed out
of his grasp until 13 years later when a message led him to an address where he
claimed it by producing the missing door handle and identifying the name ‘Van Der
Merwe ’ across the back.
The Hillman was now surrounded by a high gateless wall, but, undeterred,
Michael arranged for a friend with a flat top truck and a suitable crane to lift it out
and bring it home. It now resides in a farm shed at the rear of his property which it
shares with the odd black snake.
Michael took my fingerprints and photo which his insurance insists on for
use in case any of the collection disappears in the next 5 years. I can wait that long
to take my choice of whatever is not sold off before then. The Truters have begun
downsizing, recently selling a rare restored Marmon model 68 Sedan.
Other interesting ‘things’ that I would have liked more time to explore were
a Gypsy caravan, a vintage, unrestored railway carriage used to accommodate
railway workers when away from home and on the job, a pristine Lagonda 16/80 and
the treasures secreted away in the house.
A brief tour of the magnificent residence ( had to hurry as the cattle were
eating my car) revealed fireplaces in every room , collections galore ( i.e clocks, and
trains), and walls thicker than needed to repel a Sherman tank.
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A few of the sights at Murramarang House.
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Gail Truter enjoying the very rare Bond Bug 750 ES

Mike Truter ( behind the camera ) admiring his 1933 Lagonda 16/80

**********************************************************
This picture of happy people
travelling in a Messerschmitt
was snapped by Bob Billiards
a little while back, meant to
suggest that office space in a
new office block in the Rhodes
Corporate Park can take you to a
more comfortable space
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East Kurrajong School of Arts Hobby Show
(This event took place over the long weekend 6th & 7th June.)

We were made aware of it by one of the organisers, Ann. A few weeks earlier
she followed me from Windsor to Wilberforce where she bailed me up at the local
watering hole, a Shell petrol outlet, very Imp-pressed with my Hillman Imp.
Saturday morning was clear and not too cold, after waiting for neighbours to come
(they didn’t) to cut and take away fire wood I made my way in the trusty Messer.
Parking at the end of the row of classic, vintage and collector cars, I was
informed, by Ann; she had reserved a special spot for our club. As normal for the first
hour I got bailed up with questions and let local children sit in the Schmitt. The
events and displays weren’t as well attended as planned, some demonstrations and
exhibitors promised became non-attendees so I was glad to be there.

One display was an antique tool collector’s presentation. Very impressive were the
bushman’s home-made tools, like Soldering Irons, one made with a big brass bolt
retained by a round file and a kettle wooden handle. Another was a homemade wood
plane using a modified narrow chisel and beading as a guide.
Of the farm equipment I was most impressed with a Howard tractor, about the same
size as a Messerschmitt. (I want one) This was restored to as new condition and I was
fooled into thinking it was something I could buy new! (Silly me)
In the School of Arts there were crafts,
artists painting, local photographs, jewellery
making, militaria with uniforms, helmets,
displays of ammunition belts ranging from .
22 inch including .25mm up to 106mm artillery
shells all manner of calibre from small to large.
Homemade jams, that I can never resist. A big
display of Retro Wares and furniture, Stamps
& Coin collections, some for sale, vintage Tin
Toys, Woodworking, something for everyone,
including the ladies.
Outside was a bush camp fire to sit around and /or eat bacon and egg rolls
etc. by, a good display of cars, mainly classics and racing. Wood turning, horse &
cart rides and to top things off, Ferret racing, well if you can call it racing!!!!!!!!
This is an annual event and we as a club are invited to attend next June long
weekend. I thoroughly recommend it to you all...continued next page…..
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There were other people I spent time getting to know, Michael Williamson, who
has a Vespa scooter with side car is involved with, and recommended I should attend
the Sydney Antique Fair on September 19th 20th at Hawkesbury Showgrounds.
Then Geoff McHardy had two Peugeots there, and attends monthly Oasis Runs.
Their July one went to Everglades Historic House and Gardens at Wentworth Falls.
In July each year the Hawkesbury Model and Hobby show is held on the first
full weekend in July at Hawkesbury Showground. The venue provides space for both
undercover and open air displays. Exhibits cover a wide variety of hobbies and
hobby related traders. There are displays of model railways, various collections
including models, vehicles, collectables and many others. There are also art and craft
displays, with the ladies in mind, with many of the displayed items available for
purchase…..Fred
********************************************************************

You’ve probably been there.
You are wrestling with a rusted-on nut or bolt, the wrench slips, you bash your hand,
blood appears. “Oh, dear. I hurt my poor hand when my silly wrench slipped as I was
trying to loosen this wretched rusted-on nut,” you say, or words to that general effect.
So the info below might be useful:
In the April 2007 issue of “Machinist’s Workshop” magazine was published
information on various penetrating oils. The magazine reports they tested these
products for “break out torque” on rusted nuts and bolts. A subjective test was made
of popular penetrating oils, with the unit of merit being the torque required to remove
the nut from a “scientifically rusted” bolt. Average torque load to loosen nut:







No oil used ………………… 516 foot pounds
WD-40 ………………… ……..238 foot pounds
PB Blaster …………………….214 foot pounds
Liquid Wrench ……………… 127 foot pounds
Kano Kroil ……………………. 106 foot pounds
ATF/Acetone mix……………… 53 foot pounds
The ATF/Acetone mix is a “home brew” mix of 50/50 automatic transmission fluid
and acetone. Note this “home brew” released bolts better than any commercial
product in this one particular test. “Our local machinist group mixed up a batch, and
we all now use it with equally good results.”
Note also that Liquid Wrench is almost as good as Kroil for 20% of the price.
ATF/Acetone mix is best, but you can also use ATF and lacquer thinner in a 50/50
mix. (ATF = any type of Automatic Transmission Fluid).
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A Philosophical Cowboy…. Will Rogers ( USA)
Will Rogers, who died in a 1935 plane crash in Alaska with bush pilot Wiley Post,
was one of the greatest political country/cowboy sages his country has ever known.
SOME of HIS SAYINGS…
1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco.2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.3.
There are two theories to arguing with a woman. Neither works.4. Never miss a good
chance to shut up.5. Always drink upstream from the herd.6. If you find yourself in a
hole, stop digging.7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it
back into your pocket.8. There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by
reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest of them have to pee on the
electric fence and find out for themselves.9. Good judgment comes from experience,
and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.10. If you're riding' ahead of the herd,
take a look back every now and then to make sure it's still there.11. Lettin' the cat
outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n puttin' it back.12. After eating an entire bull, a
mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came along
and shot him. The moral: When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut.
ABOUT GROWING OLDER...
First ~ Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and
start bragging about it. Second ~ The older we get, the fewer things seem worth
waiting in line for. Third ~ Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me; I
want people to know 'why' I look this way. I've travelled a long way, and some of the
roads weren't paved. Fourth ~ When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to
youth, think of Algebra. Fifth ~ You know you are getting old when everything either
dries up or leaks. Sixth ~ I don't know how I got over the hill without getting to the
top. Seventh ~ One of the many things no one tells you about ageing is that it's such a
nice change from being young. Eighth ~ One must wait until evening to see how
splendid the day has been. Ninth ~ Being young is beautiful, but being old is
comfortable and relaxed. Tenth ~ Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground
with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today it's called golf.
********************************************************************

STOP PRESS !!!!!!!
August 16th at Motorsport Park.
Brendan & Don Wagner’s newly
restored Goggo Dart has taken
1st place in the 1951 to 1960
category. Details of this event
will be in the Summer magazine
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Photo by Pedr Davis

NATIONAL HERITAGE MOTORING DAY
Bella Vista Farm, Sunday 17 May 2015
I arrived at Bella Vista farm at about 10 am and found about 60 cars
there. I think there were fewer cars than last year, but most of the same clubs
were represented. This year, the Morgan Club was there with five cars, a
number that was equalled by the P76 and Jowett clubs.
Most makes were represented, but the Muscle cars stayed away to be
replaced by Austin 7, Prefect, Citroen 2CV, plus four Morris Minors from the
Morris Minor Picnic Club- at least, they looked like Morris Minors ( suspect
Datsun bits). There were also a couple of MGs and Austin Healeys. Daimler,
Saab, Rover, Jaguar, Wolseley, Singer, Peugeot and Hudson also represented.
There was also a Vauxhall coupe with a dickey seat, and a Sunbeam
Alpine. Holden, Falcon, and Valiant managed a total of four cars. All in all, it
was a mostly British day with my Mazda R360 being the only Japanese car.
In addition to the cars. there were about 15 market and food stalls plus
a farm nursery with a Shetland pony, rabbits, ducks, hens, lambs, pigs and
goats. Inspections of the interesting old homestead were available, and there
were a few bits of old farm machinery around. ……. Tim Dalton

Above is a mid 30’s Vauxhall Coupe
complete with ‘dickey’ seat.
Above right is a Citroen 2CV. This is
the red and black version of the
Charleston model, introduced
in 1980 and ran until production
of the 2CV ended in 1990.
Right is the Saab (96?) model. These
Were produced from 1960 to 1980.
This may be a later model,as the earlier
models had rounded headlamps.
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King Midget MK l ll and lll 1946, 1951, 1957 ( Athens, OHIO )

The evolution of King Midget began in 1946 when Claud Dry and Dale Orcutt, who
met while civil air patrol pilots during World War II, conceived King Midget as an
inexpensive, affordable car that anyone could buy. They developed and sold King
Midget as a single passenger kit car in which any single cylinder engine could be
installed. The kit contained the frame, axles, springs, steering mechanism,
dimensioned patterns for the sheet metal, which could be fabricated by a local
metalsmith, and an assembly book. In the late 1940’s, and through 1951, the Model 1
became available from the factory as either a kit or as a fully assembled car with a 6
h.p. Wisconsin engine. ( Red car above is Mk2, and Blue is Mk3 )
By 1951, Dry and Orcutt had developed the second model King Midget, a two
passenger convertible offered either fully assembled or as a kit, powered by the 7.5
horsepower Wisconsin AENL engine. This model firmly established King Midget's
reputation and incredible ability to perform extraordinary feats. It could carry more
than its own weight, it could pull exceptionally heavy loads, it had the agility of a
mountain goat; all over arduous terrain with durability and economy for thousands of
miles. It began as the 500 pound car for $500. The Model 2 King Midget was a basic
vehicle with a hand start cable on the left, outside behind the seat. It had a black three
spoke steering wheel, brown plastic seat upholstery, no speedometer and no reverse.
However, it was this model which first offered the optional automatic transmission,
reverse, electric starter, shatter proof safety-glass tinted windshield, top, steel winter
doors with sliding Plexiglas windows, hot air heater, speedometer, turn signals, hand
operated controls for handicapped persons and the golf model, complete with two
golf bag racks, extra wide traction tyres on the rear, special low gearing, foot rests on
the front fenders and an extra quiet muffler system. The Custom model was
introduced in 1955, along with the standard model King Midget. The Custom got a
new two spoke white steering wheel, bright red and bone white upholstery, chrome
bumper and cowl parking lights. New Philippine mahogany doors and winter
enclosures became standard for both models, too.
1957 saw the Mk 3,significant changes included unit body construction, with the
frame and all fixed body components welded together for strength, four wheel
hydraulic brakes, and 9.2 horsepower.
Midget Motors also manufactured the
Super-Cycle Motor Scooter, that’s another story pto ……
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King Midget Commuter Car
In 1969, the company's assets were sold to Barthman Corporation, led by Vernon D.
Eads. Eads tried desperately to revive King Midget. He designed and built the King
Midget commuter, a molded fibreglass bodied, dune buggy type automobile, for an
American export show and eventual production. He attempted to start a licensing
operation in both Florida and Canada. A fire at the fibreglass plant destroying 13
bodies and the mould, monetary
costs of the required new Federal
crash test program, and
diminishing demand for the
automobile, caused production
to cease.
Ironically, Eads as a college
student, had worked as a
consultant for Midget Motors
during development of the
second model. Eads' longstanding interest nurtured the
hope that he one day could build
the King Midget Commuter.
********************************************************************

King Midget Super-Cycle Motor Scooter
Sales of Model 1 King Midget kits
augmented two other ongoing
Midget Motors businesses:
The MIDGET MOTORS Directory
and Midget Motors motor scooter
manufacturing and sales.
The Directory was a bi-monthly
booklet which advertised gov’t
surplus materials, like wheels, tires
and bearings, along with used
engines of different make and size.
Midget Motors manufactured the
Super-Cycle motor scooter. It came in two models: the Deluxe and the HighwayMaster. The Deluxe was powered by a 2 ¼ h.p. engine and it would go about 35
m.p.h.; the Highway-Master, a 6 horsepower model, cruised comfortably about 45-50
m.p.h. Both of them would carry two people and had a built-in package compartment.
Directory and motor scooter sales continued into the early sixties as King Midget
became the primary Midget Motors product.
King Midget information gleaned from the International King Midget Car Club ...jr
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GAR WOOD Super Electric Model A

If there's a man you don't want to bet against, it's Garfield Wood. With a frankly—by modern
standards, at least—awesome life, even in 1967, the twilight of his career, Garfield Wood
still knew how to create something new. He was named after both a U.S. President and
Vice President; in this case, James Garfield and Chester Arthur. Born in Minnesota, he
quickly (and I'm skipping a lot of interesting stuff), invented the hydraulic lift, built some of
the fastest and most innovative speed boats, set numerous water speed records, and was one
of five in his time to bring honour upon the city of Detroit. So said the U.S. government, at
least. Anyway, 1967 is when the magazine Popular Mechanics visited Wood at his home in
Florida, for what was to be his last major innovation: an electric car. The magazine said,"…
the blob of land is Fisher Island, the carefully guarded hideaway estate of multimillionaire
inventive genius Gar Wood, who at one time was the world’s greatest speedboat racer. His
island has been the scene of strange goings-on that have piqued the curiosity of South
Floridians for nearly three decades. The 87-year-old Wood, who lived alone on the 230-acre
island – except for a crop of servants and the daytime assistance of three mechanical
engineers – holds more US patents than any other living American. "His special
electronic controller was at the heart of the machine, permitting much smoother starts than
other electric cars at the time. The other guts of his machine, constructed with a sturdylooking frame, would be covered by fibreglass. Pictured here is the early prototype…and the
only picture. The magazine laid out the specifications: "The auto, he reveals, is 9 feet, 10
inches in length and weighs 204 kg (450 lbs), not including the batteries, which weigh 29 kg
(65 lbs) apiece. Those batteries are eight 12-volt lead-acid conventional storage batteries
connected in series. They may be recharged from an ordinary house current at a cost of about
20 cents. The car has a top speed of 83 km/h (52 mph) and is powered by two specially
designed 90 volt 2-hp d.c. motors. "Sounds impressive, and inexpensive, at less than
$1,500—something that would have come in handy during the '70s oil crisis. If only Wood
had lived long enough to be able to offer his alternative to gasoline. Stomach cancer killed
him in 1971….. From Popular Mechanics, July 1967 …. jr
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What are Micros doing at a Yacht Club ? (July 26th )
An invite appeared in my email inbox about a month back from the Royal
Motor Yacht Club on Pittwater asking for applications to join in with their ( 3rd ? )
annual Unique Car & Bike Display. Those applications were needed to supply details
and a photo so that the convenors could select a representative 70 vehicles to
participate Naturally I passed on that invite to club members, and both Tim Dalton
and I applied, and were both accepted. Bill Buckle was also invited and had 3 of his
fleet securing a parking spot for the day.
Unusual for a car display, the RMYC provided coloured and laminated
signage with all pertinent information on the vehicle, which most people tucked
under their windscreen wipers. RMYC also had a novel way of both raising funds for
their Bear Cottage Charity and also to determine the winner of the ‘People’s Choice
Award’ The idea was that each display was numbered and had a small container
sitting in front awaiting donations from cashed up admirers. At the end of the day
( 2.00 pm) the containers were emptied, contents counted and recorded in the master
cash book. At the conclusion of the award giving, ( no, none for the micros ) it was
announced that the day had raised around $3,000, and a lot of people had a good day.
Spectator parking being almost non-existent, the club provided both a shuttle
bus and a shuttle ferry from where visitors could leave their transport…. jr
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What are Micros doing at a Yacht Club ? (July 26th )
The display consisted of around 70 4 wheeled vehicles and maybe 30 of
the two wheeled variety ( mainly Motor Bikes), but there were 3 Scooters,
being a new category, introduced following representations from Siobhan Ellis.
Tim brought his R360, Bill had his Dart, Buckle Special and new Tesla ( which
was probably the most looked at and admired vehicle on display). I had my
Prinz, Siobhan her Lambretta, and although Allen rode his scooter from home,
he was ‘just looking’, and not on display.
To complement this, the carpark was surrounded by many magnificent
things that float on water, although apart from myself and a few owners the
marina was not nearly as well populated as the carpark.
Inside a large covered outdoor area usually reserved for eating and
entertaining, were more exhibits. Large collections of antique/vintage phones
going back over 100 years and pedal cars, tricycles and a pedal aeroplane. The
club’s Bistro and Bar did a roaring trade with a good variety of snacks and
meals, plus an outdoor BBQ and Barista.
For the middle of winter, the weather was pretty good, mainly sunny
but with a cool breeze coming off the water.

Best Scooter, John Newlyn Lambretta D ’52
( Siobhan’s in
Front)
Bill & Alvia in
the Tesla
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The three competing scooters

Club Sunday Brunch at the Torque Bar and Grill
Vic saw a successful midweek lunch at the ‘Pie in the Sky’ earlier this year
and announced that he would sponsor a Sunday Brunch and so in Mid July a
few of us met next to the Fraser MotorCycle Showrooms at Nth Strathfield
where we had a good meal and a good exchange of mainly things automotive.
Arriving on Scooters were Allen, Andy, Mark, and Julie, in Micros were
Monica , Keith, Niko, Margaret and John, and conventionally were Vic and
Maria plus Geoff and Linda. Where to next? We need a sponsor, is it you?...jr

Members Parked

Micros and Scooters Parked
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‘Microcar and Scooter Club Inc’ No 987 6195.
Web site, www.microcarandscooterclub.org
Correspondence C/o MCSC. Post Office Box 42, Berowra, NSW, 2081.
President:
Scooter President
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Magazine Editor:

John Renshaw, ph 02 9484 8666, <pop.nan@optusnet.com.au>
Andy Jackson, <ozlambretta@gmail.com> ph 0406 752 533
Douglas Kennedy, ph 02 9456 0341, <douglaskennedy@internode.on.net>
Allen Wall, 02 9708 0347 or 0417 267 173, <alscooters@bigpond.com>
John Renshaw, (with Graham Sims as proof reader)

Webmaster:

Andy Jackson …. see above

Magazine Support:
Fred Diwell/all MCSC members
Mag prodn/distn
John Renshaw and Allen Wall
Events Co-ordinator: Niko Satria with a request for assistance from all members
Events:
Allen Wall, along with committee and member collaboration.
Research officer:
Douglas Kennedy, contact as above.
Spare parts adviser:
Fred Diwell, 02 4565 0219, e-mail microcarscooter@skymesh.com.au
Library
Fred Diwell, 02 4565 0219
Club plate register
& inspector:
Keith Wall, and movement day book Ph 02 9790 3803 or 02 9708 0347
CMC delegates:
Allen Wall, Peter Luks and Vic Fenech
Publicity officer:
Allen Wall.
The objectives of membership are for the preservation, restoration and promotion of Microcars and
Scooters, all kept to as original condition as practical. Monthly meetings take place at the Greyhound
Club, Boardman Ave, Yagoona, on the third Friday of each month starting at 8.00 p.m. We hold
rallies and social events on a regular basis for members and associate with similar clubs here and
overseas. Localised personal information and advice can be acquired from our state delegates or web
site:

Victoria: Paul Lucas at Mornington, 03 5975 7203.

Queensland: Terry White at Kelvin Grove 07 3356 5828.

Tasmania: John Barrass at Newstead 03 6333 0544.

Western Australia Zig Pasnicki has put his hand up
08 9397 6315.

South Australia: Ian Wilson at Clearview 08 8262 3033.

Queensland Ruth Farrar (BMW specialist) 0438 883 201.
Other independent associated registers and clubs that promote the same ideals are: British two stroke
club in Victoria, Goggomobil register in NSW, Microcar Club of New Zealand, Siva in Perth WA,
Velosolex Oz group in Vic, and Southwest Brisbane motoring club inc.
The club magazine is published four times a year around the beginning of March, June, September,
and December. Items for inclusion should be submitted to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to
publication; receiving information early gives us a better chance of getting the magazine out on time.
Rates for half or full page advertisements are available at modest cost.
Membership joining and renewals can now be made by direct debit to Bendigo Bank BSB
633000.East Gosford, to MCSC Inc A/c 122802259. Make sure you put your name in the comments
section so we know who it’s from.
During compilation of this publication the MCSC editor believed all reports and information true and correct. However the editor
makes no representations, either expressed or implied as to the accuracy of information and data contained herein, and accepts no
liability for any use of the information and data or reliance placed upon it.
In other words if we got something wrong we are sorry and let us know. This particularly applies to phone numbers, dates,
technical details and name spelling. We do try our best! All rights reserved © 2015 MCSC.
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