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Once a Mod, Always a Mod, (even in the nursing home !) 
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 The Motoretta Giro ( Cowan Sunday 26th March ) 
 …..is a unique event organised for classic scooters. A regularity trial. 

The idea has evolved from an annual ride put on by the Brisbane Lambretta 

club that has run for the last few years, where they did a lap around Mt Coot-

tha before their first monthly meeting of the year. It is now run on the same 

day each year in an ever increasing number of countries around the world. 

It has been opened up to any classic scooter to compete in this timed event. 

The idea is to do 4 laps of  a set road course, and get the most consistent lap 

times. The rider with the closest times is the winner. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although not the winner, our Nick Whiting looked pretty good on his Vespa SS90 

 Guidance for anyone wishing to host a run……..The Lambretta Club of 

Australia would like to invite like-minded clubs to join us on the day of the Giro, 

wherever they may be.  

This is a simple and fun event to organise, aimed at bringing people together, whether 

it’s your own club or connecting with people around the world. 

This can be organised as a stand alone  

event, or if it falls on the date of another  

event, could be incorporated into it. 

You'll need to find a course between  

8 to 14 kilometres, preferably a circular  

route, though "up and back" routes 

have worked well too.  

Next, get a group of riders together  

(4 to 20 works well), and have a time keeper.  
 

From left to right, Sandy Simeonides ( new  

MCSC member), Giro Guru Sean Heffernan, 

and Nick Whiting (  MCSC rider )…. John R 
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A Suzuki Mighty Boy Obsession -  

Defying a Microcar Purist's idea of a Microcar ? 
 Almost 20 years ago - I purchased a mid 1980's red Suzuki Mighty Boy utility, with 

a 543cc 3 cylinder engine, and a 2 speed automatic gearbox, initially to be my daily driver to 

and from our home in Kellyville, for my work at Silverwater in Sydney, then to be handed 

over to our youngest daughter as her first car. However, after four driving test failures, 

naturally blamed on the Mighty Boy, not the driver's competence, my daughter refused to 

accept the Mighty Boy, for love or money ! 

 Although I only used the Mighty Boy for another year as a commuter vehicle, then 

sold it on, the lingering regret of selling it, haunted me for many years afterwards, until ... 

 Ten years ago - "the obsession" to have another Mighty Boy overcame me, and I 

found a good, cheap MANUAL one, at Leeton in south west NSW, and after agreeing to meet 

halfway at Canowindra to swap it over onto my car trailer, I became the proud owner of my 

second Mighty Boy. Sadly, despite it being a great little vehicle, my ownership of it was of a 

short term tenure, as I soon discovered that the foot space available in a MANUAL Mighty 

Boy is minimal i.e. no room for a left foot under, or beside a clutch pedal ! 

 To make matters worse, I had also bought a second complete Mighty Boy for spares, 

as they were already becoming quite rare, and parts were almost unobtainable, even then. 

Fortunately, the good one sold unexpectedly, to a "drive past" buyer admiring it on our front 

lawn, at a price I was more than pleased with, and the "spares one" went quickly, for what I'd 

paid for it. Mighty Boy Obsession over once again ... 

 Five years ago - now fully retired, and too much time on my hands after finally 

selling my rarely used, completely refurbished 16 year project (a 1971 genuine Ford XY GS 

351 V8 auto Ute - one of fewer than 210 manufactured), that niggly Mighty Boy Obsession 

began to overwhelm me again. This time it just had to be an automatic one ! However, of the 

almost 2,400 Mighty Boys imported into Australia during the 1980's, l fewer than 300 were 

automatics. Not good odds for finding a good automatic one. 

 A three day trip up to, and back from the Gold Coast with a borrowed car trailer, 

accompanied by my brother, picked up from Bonny Hills near Port Macquarie NSW, with 

overnight stopovers at my sister's place at Byron Bay, and at Bonny Hills on the way back, 

saw a rather tatty looking, and definitely unroadworthy automatic Mighty Boy "project" arrive 

in my Sydney garage. 

 After a solid 12 months of stripping the car down to a shell, rebuilding almost every 

moveable mechanical, suspension, braking and electrical component of the car, ready for 

NSW Blue Slip inspection and rego, the realization dawned, that costs had gotten rather out of 

hand by that stage. That left the bodywork, which although completely rust free, the 

paintwork was to be viewed more like the Bette Midler song i.e. "From A Distance", so the 

project ceased at that point, and the Mighty Boy was registered as it was i.e. mechanically 

perfect, but lacking appearance. 

 But what a dream to drive ! It went so well, kept up with modern traffic, garnered 

admiring looks and smiles from all who saw her, and I loved her dearly, but .... 

 Three years ago - an advertisement for a pristine yellow 1985 Suzuki Super Carry 

Trayback MINI truck jumped out at me, located at Bowraville on the NSW North Coast. As 

we were caravanning on the North Coast anyway shortly afterwards, what was the harm in 

just looking (Mmmm, I may have to advise an unaware wife of the diversion though). Oh, it 

was beautiful ! Cheap as chips, registered, and wouldn't take up much room behind our 

garage. A great complementary vehicle for the Suzuki Mighty Boy ! 
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 Two years ago - the life changing decision to become sea changers to the paradise of Port 

Macquarie, here on the canal system, was made. 

 

Wife ... "Time to downsize your fleet of vehicles !" 

 

Self - "Hang on, we only have Your Toyota Hilux dualcab ute (for Caravan to be towed), My 

Mighty Boy, My Super Carry Mini truck, My 1958 Vespa VNA 125, My 2006 Yamaha Vino 

125 scooter, a garage full of a multitude of spare parts, ..." Oops, why did I open my mouth ? 

 The decision to divest myself of what vehicles was momentous, with the extremely 

reluctant outcome being, that the yellow trayback Suzuki Carry was the most "finished" of all 

vehicles, and the Yamaha scooter was the most modern and useable here on the flat roads of 

Port Macquarie for short trips. 

 The Vespa VNA was quickly sold for much less than what it owed me, just to clear 

it out.The Mighty Boy, with all the spare parts collected over many years, was advertised for 

what it owed me financially, and a fellow from Coffs Harbour, just north of here, gleefully 

grabbed it with both hands. I have genuinely not been that downhearted in seeing any car 

leave (as my wife will attest after 44 years of marriage, where more than 40 different vehicles 

have passed through our garage), I rarely look back with regret, but with that Mighty Boy, it 

was like a piece of me was being excised. 

 Awkwardly, within six months of arriving here in Port Macquarie, the Suzuki 

Trayback truck had sat under our carport, rarely used, as the scooter was more convenient for 

the little quick trips to the shops, etc. Conveniently, a "roof restoration" contractor knocked 

on our front door, gave a quote for a roof clean and paint, spied the Trayback and fell in love 

with it as his promotional vehicle. A complete roof restoration, plus a nice cash addition to 

our coffers, saw us both happy with the outcome. 

 Three months ago - After narrowly avoiding being knocked off my Yamaha scooter, 

for the third time in a week, by elderly drivers up here, who are either dementia ridden, blind, 

or completely unaware of road etiquette, I made the extremely reluctant decision to cease 

ownership, after almost 40 years of motor bikes, motor scooters, Mopeds, etc. But what will I 

use for my runaround vehicle then ??? ( cont over) 

 

Left, new ‘Boy’ on the block, and right, old ‘Boy’( previous owner, Steve ) with a full load 
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 Ta Da !!!! An automatic  Mighty Boy !!!! Now where would I find one ??? Hello 

Gumtree !!!Eerily coincidentally, the fellow I had sold my previous Mighty Boy to at Coffs 

Harbour, emailed me with a multitude of photos of its body and paint restoration over the 

previous six months. .  

 It was like a brand new car, which effectively it was, as I had re-done everything 

mechanically, etc, and he had now completed the restoration of the body. He invited me up 

for a look at his handiwork. Little did I realise, he was not just a Mighty Boy fan, he turned 

out to be a collector of quite a number of rare and desirable vehicles, which he stored in a 

massive garage under his home, all in showroom condition e.g. 1950 Lowlight Morris Minor, 

1958 VW Beetle, 1958 MGA Coupe, 1962 R Model Valiant, 1963 EJ Holden sedan, 1966 

Ford Mustang Coupe, 1966 Corvette Stingray 427 Big Block, 1987 Suzuki Mighty Boy, and 

finally a supercharged Mazda MX5 sports car. An impressive, hidden collection, which he 

rarely shows to people. I digress, now back to the latest Mighty Boy ... 

 An advertisement on Gumtree for a 1985 automatic Suzuki Mighty Boy on the Gold 

Coast looked too good to be true i.e. the car was still Qld registered, roadworthy, 4 new tyres 

fitted, and the price was 50% of the current market value. After I made a general enquiry, the 

fellow Steve rang me, told me he was in his mid to late 60's, and openly stated that he was 

looking for a genuine, original Mighty Boy buyer, as he was only the second owner, after 

buying it from an elderly lady 14 years ago, who had owned it from new (with paperwork to 

prove it). He did not want "his baby" to fall into the hands of a young person, only to have a 

bigger turbo charged engine, mag wheels, etc swapped into it. I assured him that originality 

was what I was after, but was struggling to understand his low asking price. 

 He then revealed that he had been diagnosed with stomach cancer, and ready for 

surgery. His approach was to divest of all assets that his wife Michele may struggle with, 

should the worst case scenario occur. I understood fully, agreed on the asking price, and a 

time for pick up, a few days before his operation. 

 A car trailer was hired, a mate's Ford Ranger Trayback ute borrowed, and off I set at 

4.30am from Port Macquarie, arriving six hours later at Steve's place at 9.30am (bloody 

Queenslanders and their lack of Daylight Saving), loaded the Mighty Boy, and set off back 

southwards, finally reaching home at 5.30pm, then spending another hour unloading the 

Mighty Boy. What an exhausting day ! 

 A week of mainly exterior tidying up of the poor little beast, as it had apparently sat 

outside in the harsh Queensland sun for the past 6 months after Steve's illness became 

apparent, before I took it down to our local mechanic for its NSW Blue Slip inspection. I 

explained that I wanted an honest mechanical / suspension / brakes assessment inspection of 

it, for my safety, so I could repair all they may find. Two blown globes, and a worn steering 

rack end was all they could find, and let me assure you, it was a very thorough, harsh 

inspection of a 32 year old vehicle ! 

 One day later, the Mighty Boy was all roadworthy, fully NSW registered, and off for 

its first legal drive around this great seaside city of Port Macquarie. Since that time, almost a 

month ago, the Mighty Boy has been down to my brother's place at Bonny Hills, sitting 

comfortably at 90 - 95 kph, out to my Ford Ranger mate's place up the Hastings River at 

Blackmans Point on numerous occasions, and is now parked in the quickest to access point on 

our front driveway, to get into and drive out for any errand needed at the drop of a hat. 

 It is a genuine "fun car", which never fails to bring a smile to the faces of everyone 

we pass, and isn't that what we all experience, and especially appreciate, with our Microcars !

…...Bob Nash 
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 No, No, Not the Messerschmitt,  

(and certainly not the  Dart) !  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 In November 1953, Metalmeccanica Italiana Valtrompio s.p.a., of Brescia, 

Italy, maker of Mi-Val motorcycles, took a licence to produce the Messerschmitt 

KR 175. The company had begun as a manufacturer of machine tools, but technical 

director and engineer Ettore Minganti entered into partnership with gunsmith Pier 

Giuseppe Beretta, Giuseppe Benelli, and William Castelbarco Albani. The partners 

provided funding and technical support to create a new factory intended to produce 

cheap transportation, which was greatly in demand in post-war Italy.  

 In 1950, they embarked on the production of lightweight motorcycles. The 

first model, the 125T, was a near copy of the DKW 125. Taking the name Mi-Val, 

an acronym of the company title, the firm applied the marque to their products. 

Soon, they were among the most popular in Italy during the 1950s. Inexpensive but 

robust, they also began offering more upscale features in search of wider markets. 

Four-stroke models were also introduced in displacements of 125, 175, and 200 

cubic centimeters, but these did not achieve the great popularity of the 125T. The 

company built its own engines, some featuring twin overhead cams. Others were 

supplied to Norman Cycles, of Britain, for the Nippy III moped.  

 Components for the Messerschmitt variant were imported from Germany, 

but Mi-Val used their own 171.7-cubic centimeter Motocarrozzetta two-stroke 

engine and production began towards the end of 1954. Christened “Mivalino,” the 

vehicle enjoyed a certain vogue. One was used as the personal transporter for Sam 

Lowry, played by Jonathan Pryce in the 1985 Terry Gilliam cult film Brazil. Rigged 

to look like it was powered by a small jet engine, the car was destroyed in a 

spectacular fire. Another Mivalino film cameo came in the 1991 Anjelica Huston 

movie The Addams Family, where it was driven by Cousin Itt. Production, however, 

was fairly short-lived, ending in 1955 or ’56, and it is believed that no more than 

100 were built. 
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No, No, Not the Messerschmitt,  

(and certainly not the  Dart) !   
This Mivalino came from the family owning the oldest Ford dealership 

in Rome, which was also a Mi-Val dealer. As the original owners, they 

drove it barely 300 kilometres, which is the distance it shows today. The 

archetypal “bubbletop” three-wheeler, it is in exceptional, original 

condition. Clearly undisturbed, it has a few blemishes on the 

brightwork, the marks of age. The light green paint, however, is in very 

good condition and holds an excellent shine. The drivetrain is clean, but 

it shows considerable patina, as does the interior, whose rubber floor 

mat has a few stains but no tears. Remarkably, the bubble canopy has 

endured no discoloration, scratches, or fractures.  

 All Mi-Val badging is intact, as are all instruments and even the 

handlebar grips. The original spare tyre is housed in the tail. A most 

remarkable example of a very rare conveyance, this exceptional 

Mivalino is without peer in the entire realm of microcars. This example 

came into the ownership of the museum after an astonishing inquiry was 

made asking if the museum would be interested in acquiring the car, 

which had never been sold by the dealer’s family and never been titled! 

The tremendous documentation includes copies of some of the original 

promotional literature, the original certificate of origin from 

Metalmeccanica Italiana Valtrompio s.p.a., and other Italian language 

documents that typically do not remain with cars of any stature.       
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Eastern Creek Barry Sheene International Festival of Speed
 With a weather forecast of ‘yet more rain’ due for the weekend of the Barry 

Sheene International Festival of Speed, it was a treat when Saturday morning dawned 

with glorious weather instead, and Eastern Creek was bathed in bright sunshine, well, 

we did have a few rain spots by lunchtime but on the whole it was thankfully dry. 

 James Pennington and I headed over at around 10am and had a stroll around 

the back of the pit garages, poking our heads in and enjoying the sight of the 

mechanics and riders preparing their machines for the various races. The lane is full 

of amateurs and ex professionals alike and very interesting. Tyres are being warmed, 

carbs tweaked, engines revved and in some cases entire rebuilds are going on! 

 The beauty of this day out is that you can get up close and personal, and as 

long as you don’t get in the way, you are mostly welcome to mooch around and 

really see what goes on. We walked around to the front and headed down pit lane 

itself. Some of the bikes were returning from races and others were heading out, 

giving a great perspective to the goings on. Behind pit lane were the combinations, 

the crazy guys who ride the sidecars.   

 When the machines are displayed there with the ‘lids’ off and the engines 

and running gear exposed you realise just how little there is to hang onto! 

 Further back in the ‘works’ tents, some of the vintage bikes and also some 

vintage racers were located, in the MV Agusta marquee was the famous rider 

Agostini, signing autographs and chatting to fans – we saw him head out for a 3 lap 

‘exhibition’ and it was obvious that no one was taking the laps casually, red mist was 

clearly descending on the old boys and there was some duelling on the track turns. 

 The owners of the machines must have been having palpitations watching 

their pride and joys being given such a work out round the bends. 

 We saw several races and then  

waited for a while to see the combinat- 

-ions go out. For me a particular favour- 

-ite machine of the day was the Irving  

Vincent number 888, 1300cc’s of  

VTwin power which looked and  

sounded like nothing else on the  

track, truly spectacular! 

 After nosing through some of  

the trade stalls and with the clouds  

looking a little more threatening, we  

decided to call it a day and headed  

home – a thoroughly good morning  

out and well worth a look next year  

for anyone interested in motorcycle 

 racing. (was on 23 –26 March 2017 ) 

Andy 
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A Couple of really Micro Micros ( Yes they are Peels ) 
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 Čezeta scooter celebrates its 60th birthday by going electric 
 The Čezeta was originally a motor scooter manufactured from 1957 to 1964 

in what was then Czechoslovakia, (now the Czech Republic), by the Česká 

Zbrojovka Strakonice (ČZ) company, which manufactured motorcycles from 1935 

to 1997. Production resumed in 2013 with the introduction of a new hand-built 

electric version Type 506. One of most idiosyncratic European scooter designs from 

the Cold War era is getting a new lease on life. The Čezeta Type 506 electric scooter 

goes into production for a limited run of hand-built, high-tech, and exclusive modern 

replicas that still look as unique as the original did 60 years ago. 

 The modern day Čezeta has very little to do with ČZ. Instead, Čezeta 

Motors was founded by an Englishman called Neil Eamonn Smith, who started 

designing a modern electric version of his beloved scooter in 2013. In the process, 

the new company set up shop in 2016 at Prostějov, near Czech Republic's capital 

city, Prague. 

 Named as the logical continuation of a line that stopped 54 years ago at 

Type 505, the 506 retains the original design. Beneath the looks though, the modern 

version is built around a tubular frame, dressed with composite costumes – while the 

original used a monocoque frame that, exactly like the Vespa, doubled as bodywork. 

The new Čezeta is powered by an 11 kW (14.8 hp) rear-wheel-hub electric motor 

that can achieve a top speed of 120 km/h (74.6 mph), accelerating from 0 to 60 in 

just 3.2 seconds. These numbers would put to shame most scooters in the European 

A1 driving licence class (up to 125 cc and 11 kW), where the 506 is officially 

ranked, and would even be comparable with 300 cc scooters. 

 The motor is equipped with an advanced electronic management system that 

was developed in house with the assistance of the Electrical Engineering faculty at 

Prague's Charles University. This includes a four-map Dynamic Selector that allows 

the rider to set the motor's torque output to full, city, or rain mode, and includes a 

reverse gear that will make moving the 147 kg (324 lb) scooter backwards a piece of 

cake – even on an inclination. 

Čezeta also introduces the Sway two-way throttle, 

 a patented setup that allows the throttle to rotate  

forward, in which case it creates electro-mechan- 

ical engine braking. This effect simulates the  

braking action of a typical four-stroke motor when 

decelerating in gear with the throttle shut, and in  

Čezeta's case it also charges the battery via a  

kinetic energy recovery system. The company  

suggests that this function can increase the battery 

's range by up to 15 percent. It also creates a new  

right-hand action, as until now no motorcyclist is  

accustomed to rolling the throttle forward while  

also squeezing the front brake level.  

That should be interesting. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor_scooter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czechoslovakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%8Cesk%C3%A1_Zbrojovka_Strakonice
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Čezeta scooter celebrates its 60th birthday by going electric 
 The battery pack is made of Panasonic 18650 LiFeYPO4 cells, and comes 

in two versions. The Čezeta 506/01 is fed by a 4 kWh/84 V pack, while the most 

potent 506/02 enjoys 6 kWh/84 V. The in-house developed battery management 

system includes a 1.8 kW on-board charger that will bring the charge to 80 percent 

in two (4 kWh) or three (6 kWh) hours, connected to a standard domestic socket – 

with a fast charger that can achieve the same result in just 30 minutes. 

 Choosing between battery options translates to noticeable differences in 

acceleration, top speed and range. The 506/01 can go up to 85 km/h (52.8 mph) 

with a range of 80-100 km (50-62 mi), while the bigger pack of the 506/02 makes 

possible the 120 km/h (74.6 mph) top speed, with a range that can go up to 150 km 

(93.2 mi). Future plans include a stylish trailer that can carry extra batteries to 

extend the range up to 250 km (155.3 mi). Čezeta proposes a very interesting list of 

optional equipment, including an adaptable LED headlight that looks suspiciously 

like the JW Speaker's Model 8790 that New Atlas tested last year. A Bluetooth 

speaker system and a GPS/GSM App upgrade to the central management system 

bring smartphone connectivity to the mix. 

 For the time being the Čezeta Type 506 has been licensed only for the 

European Union, with plans to expand in 2018 towards the USA, Australia and 

Asia. The initial plan previews a total of 600 hand-built scooters, with Čezeta 

offering the option to either lease or purchase the battery pack. The starting price 

for the low power 506/01 model is €7,640 (about US$8,200) with leased batteries – 

buying the power pack and throwing in some more equipment can easily double 

this bill. 

The original design of the Čezeta is unique amongst scooters. It is unusually 

long for a two-wheeled vehicle at 2 metres and has a distinctive torpedo-shaped 

body with a long seat that lifted to reveal a substantial luggage compartment, using 

space that in most scooters is occupied  

by the fuel tank. The front mudguard is  

fixed to the body and fully streamlined  

into the leg shields. The fuel tank is pos- 

itioned above the front wheel, with the  

headlight fitted into a recess and a  

luggage rack on the flat top surface.  

It was a common joke amongst Čezeta  

riders that the exposed front tank with  

built-in headlight formed an explosive  

warhead and detonator for the torpedo,  

though in practice the Čezetas proved  

no more likely to catch fire than any  

other motor scooter, even in serious  

collisions. 

http://newatlas.com/jw-speaker-adaptive-matrix-8790-cornering-headlight-review/41191/


15 

 Čezeta scooter celebrates its 60th birthday by going electric 
 The scooter was driven by the 175cc ČZ two-stroke single-cylinder 

motorcycle engine, giving a top speed of 55 mph and economy of 3.2 litres/100km. 

The engine was modified for the enclosed scooter by having a drive pulley on the 

crankshaft driving a fan by means of a Vee belt. There were four foot-operated gears. 

 In New Zealand, during the 1960s a local company, JNZ Manufacturing Ltd 

assembled the 'Čezeta' under the name 'N-Zeta'. It was fitted with a larger, 200cc two 

stroke motor. New Zealand production was from 1958 or 1959 to perhaps 1964. The 

point of New Zealand production was that high import duties were placed on 

imported motor vehicles. New Zealand assembly reduced the imported cost and 

hence the duty. Further, New Zealand manufacture of components further reduced 

the duty. The JNZ Man Ltd apparently achieved 50% New Zealand manufacture by 

value, with tyres, seat, trim, lights, controls etc.   

 The 501 model is identified visually by a centre skirt horn and dual exhausts. 

It produced 8 bhp and could do 50 mph.  

 The 502 model is identified visually by no centre skirt horn and a single 

exhaust. Output was 9.5 bhp, and top speed was 59mph. The 502 was available with 

electric start. Most mechanical parts were common with Jawa/CZs motorcycle range, 

except for the frame and wheels. ….John R 

***************************************************** 

Sydney Classic Bicycle Show..Canterbury Velodrome 6th May 
 This is an event that we have participated in for the past 3 years, an event 

that is very different from your average car show. It is not a car show, in fact it is a 

Bicycle show. From their website….. 

……. Whether you like new or old bicycles, you will love this fun event. If you have 

an old bike, a sentimental favourite or a classic one-of-a-kind bicycle, bring it along 

and show it off. We have an array of events to keep everyone happy. A Concourse 

event and prizes for the best bikes in their category. A Swap Meet selling vintage 

parts, bicycles and velo paraphenelia. And don’t forget Track Bicycle 

demonstrations and races on the velodrome track…..The 2017 Sydney Classic 

Bicycle Show will be held on Saturday 25 March 2017 from 11am at the Canterbury 

Velodrome in Tempe. This is the fifth year the event has run  Penny farthing racing, 

vintage bikes, and a hobby horse, to help celebrate the bicentennary of the bicycle. 

The Sydney Classic Bicycle Show is the largest vintage bicycle show held in NSW. It 

is organised and backed by the Dulwich Hill Bicycle Club, the oldest ongoing 

bicycle club in Sydney (est. 1908) and one of the largest in Australia.…….. 

 It certainly was a fun and interesting day, with , apart from the display of all 

forms of cycling ( yes Doug, even recumbents ), including Penny farthing racing, 

vintage bikes, and a hobby horse or two, to help celebrate the bicentenary of the 

bicycle. Your club was represented by Niko, Allen, Keith, Col, and John, with 3 

scooters, a postie bike, a legitimate High riser, a scooter and sidecar, a moto Compo, 

and a micro Car. See next page for photos…..John R 
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Sydney Classic Bicycle Show .. Canterbury Velodrome 6th May 
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A (very) Brief History of the NSU Prinz.  
The first post war NSU car, the Prinz I, was launched at the Frankfurt 

Motor Show in September 1957 accompanied by the advertising slogan 

"Fahre Prinz und Du bist König" ("Drive a Prince and you're a king"). 

After a pilot run of 150, volume production began in March 1958. 

 The Prinz I was available as a 2-door saloon featuring an upright 

roof line and seating for four people. The doors opened wide enough to 

permit reasonable access even to the rear seats, although leg room was 

severely restricted if attempting to accommodate four full sized 

adults. In addition to a luggage compartment accessed via a hatch at the 

front of the car and shared with the spare wheel and fuel tank, there was 

a narrow but deep full width space behind the rear seat ( one suitcase)

 The noisy two-cylinder 583 cc 20 PS (15 kW; 20 hp) engine was 

located at the back where it drove the rear wheels, initially via a "crash" 

gearbox. Later versions gained a four-speed all-synchromesh gearbox. 

Contemporaries were impressed by the simplicity of the maintenance 

schedule, with the engine, gear box and final drive operating as a single 

chamber and all lubricated by means of oil, added through a filler in the 

rocker box cover. There were just two grease nipples requiring 

attention, positioned on the steering kingpins. The engine was also 

commended in contemporary reports for its fuel economy and 

longevity. Although noisy, the engine offered impressive flexibility, 

recalling NSU's strengths as a motorcycle manufacturer. 

 The Prinz II was released in 1959 with better trim and an all-

synchromesh gearbox. A 30E export version was equipped with a 30 hp 

engine. The Prinz III was launched in October 1960 featuring a new 

stabilizer bar and the 30 hp motor.  

 NSU received government approval to build the Prinz in Brazil 

in the late 1950s, but nothing came of the project. 

 The sport Prinz was a 2 seater coupe, made between 1958 and 

1968, fitted with a 598cc engine in 1962 
 The NSU Spider was a Wankel rotary powered 2-seater roadster based 

on the Sport Prinz platform  

 The  much improved Prinz 4 appeared in 1962 in a new body 

that closely resembled a small Chevrolet Corsair. It was later upgraded 

to a 4 cylinder more conventional engine. ( various sources ..John R ) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RR_layout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSU_Prinz#cite_note-microcarmuseum-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSU_Spider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wankel_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadster_(automobile)
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National Scooter Rally, Griffith NSW 

 The first weekend of April saw fellow club member James Grygiel and myself 

attending the annual National (all inclusive) Scooter Rally.  

 The ‘all inclusive’ label distinguishes the rally from the National ‘Classic 

only’ Scooter Rally, and by definition allows more modern and generally automatic, 

machines to attend. Given that both James and I own a modern machine as well as 

classic scooters, we elected to ride a couple of fairly new 250cc Vespas to the event. 

 I was unfortunate to get the tail end of the cyclone on the Thursday evening 

leg of the journey, riding down to James’s  place at Marulan after work, I was caught 

in torrential rain and wind all the way, but the Friday morning cleared and we had 

blazing sunshine and a cool temp all the way across, taking the Hume down to just 

past Yass and then picking up the B94 through Binalong , Harden, Temora (where we 

stopped off at the aviation museum to look at the two flying Spitfires here in 

Australia) , a late lunch at Ardlethan and then on into Griffith for early afternoon. 

 The rally centred around the Griffith caravan park and by the time we arrived 

the place was full with scooters and representation from as far away as Adelaide and 

Hobart, as well as Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne. 

 The evening was spent at the Leagues club which had a fine and very busy 

bistro and we had a private room and bar, all courtesy of the excellent organisation of 

Cameron Green from Sydney who put together the entire event. 

 Saturday saw a short ride out planned to tour the town and to visit Lake 

Wyangan for a photo opportunity, before heading back to town for the show and shine. 

 The winners were a mixture of classic Lambrettas and Vespas with a few 

modern machines taking trophys as well, which kept the all inclusive element of the 

event intact. After an evening at the Club again and a few more awards presented that 

night as well as announcing Canberra as next year’s destination, it was off to bed and 

an early start on Sunday morning. Good weather again and with only a stop for lunch 

and a look around the Binalong motor Museum (a small but interesting private 

collection) I was back in Sydney in under eight hours. 

 For the record; The Auto Vespa performed faultlessly and cruised effortlessly 

all day at 115kph , no breakdowns, no hand over the clutch ‘just in case’, no bottles of 

2stroke to carry, no teeth rattling vibrations – it was comfortable , quiet and smooth. 

The only problem was that as a result,.. it’s really boring! 

Andy 
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National Scooter Rally, Griffith NSW ...Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************** 

FERVES ( from the Fiat 500 and 600 ) 
The Ferves was an Italian automobile manufactured from 1965 until 1970. Based on 

the Fiat 500, it was a multi-purpose car powered by a rear-mounted 499 cc two-

cylinder in-line engine. It was available as a two-wheel drive or four wheel drive and 

had a maximum speed of around 45 mph. There was also a cargo version with a 

carrying capacity of 300 kg. The engine and steering were from the Fiat 500 and the 

suspension and brakes from the Fiat 600. The chassis numbers commenced at 300 for 

the passenger version and 100 for the cargo. 

First seen at the 1966 Turin Motor Show, Ferves (FERrari VEicoli Speciali) 

introduced the Ranger as a small off-road" derivative of the Fiat 500 and Fiat 600. 

The car had an open body with 4 vinyl-covered seats, a folding windscreen, and 

removable suicide doors on early models, later models had normally hinged doors. 

All 600 cars built were Left Hand Drive …….John R 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turin_Motor_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Off-roading
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide_doors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Left_Hand_Drive
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Grin and bear them ! 
 
The Grim Reaper came for me last night, and I beat him off with a vacuum 

cleaner.  Talk about Dyson with death. 

  

I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was standing 

there I noticed 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin, 3 hours later and they're 

still walking about with it. I thought to myself, they've lost the plot!! 

  

My daughter asked me for a pet spider for her birthday, so I went to our local pet 

shop and they were $70!!! Blow this, I thought, I can get one cheaper off the web.  

  

I was at an ATM yesterday when a little old lady asked if I could check her balance, 

so I pushed her over. 

  

I start a new job in Seoul next week. I thought it was a good Korea move. 

  

I was driving this morning when I saw a parked RACQ (NRMA) van. The driver was 

sobbing uncontrollably and looked very miserable. I thought to myself, that guy's 

heading for a breakdown. 

  

My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30am this morning, can you believe that, 

2:30am?! Luckily for him I was still up playing my Bagpipes. 

  

Paddy says "Mick, I'm thinking of buying a Labrador .."Blow that" says Mick "have 

you seen how many of their owners go blind?" 

  

I was explaining to my wife last night that when you die you get reincarnated but 

must come back as a different creature. She said she would like to come back as a 

cow. I said "You're obviously not listening." 

  

The wife has been missing a week now. Police said to prepare for the worst. So I 

have been to the charity shop to get all her clothes back. 

  

When I was in the pub I heard a couple of plonkers saying that they wouldn't feel 

safe on an aircraft if they knew the pilot was a woman. What a pair of sexists. I 

mean, it's not as if she'd have to reverse the thing! 

  

Bought some 'rocket salad' yesterday but it went off before I could eat it! 
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 This photo of a magnificent flight of Messerschmitts was 
discovered in an article entitled ‘The Bob Cotton Spring Rally’ -  by 
Yvonne Jaques in the Micrometer magazine, mid 2016 and edited 
by Martin Galea  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This desirable Goggo  

Sedan, was  spotted  

in a shopping Centre  

car park in Croydon  

Victoria.  

It was recorded 

for posterity, as it sped 

away, by Peter T of  

the Historic German  

Vehicle Register of 

Australia, also based  

in Melbourne. Eric C  

from the Goggo Reg. 

of Australia, has  

confirmed it is a good 

original example. 
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PARAPROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in which the latter part of 

a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected and is frequently humorous. 

(Winston Churchill loved them). Here are a few examples. 

  
1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 

  

2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you ...but it's still on my list. 

  

3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear   

them speak. 

  

4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

  

5. We never really grow up -- we only learn how to act in public. 

  

6. War does not determine who is right, only who is left. 

  

7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

 

8. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

  

9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

  

10. In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of emergency, notify.." I 

answered "a doctor." 

  

11. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a 

bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 

  

12. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive 

twice. 

  

13. I used to be indecisive, but now I'm not so sure.  

 

14. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target.  

 

15. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than standing in a 

garage makes you a car. 

  

16. You're never too old to learn something stupid.  

 

17. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's getting harder and harder for me to 

find one now. 
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Sorry, I could not get it translated !! 
( just look at the pictures) 

 



24 
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CMC delegates:             Allen Wall, Peter Luks, Vic Fenech, and Andy Jackson 

Public officer:               Allen Wall.  

The objectives of membership are for the preservation, restoration and promotion of Microcars and 

Scooters, all kept to as original condition as practical. Monthly meetings take place at the Arena 

Sports Club ( was the Greyhound Club), Boardman Ave, Yagoona, on the third Friday of each month 

starting at 8.00 p.m. We hold rallies and social events on a regular basis for members and associate 

with similar clubs here and overseas. Localised personal information and advice can be acquired from 

our state delegates or web site: 
 

 Victoria:  Paul Lucas at Mornington,  03 5975 7203. 

 Queensland: Terry White at Kelvin Grove  07 3356 5828. 

 Tasmania:  John Barrass at Newstead  03 6333 0544. 

 Western Australia Zig Pasnicki has put his hand up 08 9397 6315. 

 South Australia: Ian Wilson at Clearview  08 8262 3033. 
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 Other independent associated registers and clubs that promote the same ideals are: British two stroke 
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publication; receiving information early gives us a better chance of getting the magazine out on time. 

Rates for half or full page advertisements are available at modest cost. 
 

Membership joining and renewals can now be made by direct debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 

633000.East Gosford, to MCSC Inc A/c 122802259. Make sure you put your name in the comments 

section so we know who it’s from.  

 

During compilation of this publication the MCSC editor believed all reports and information true and correct. However the editor 

makes no representations, either expressed or implied as to the accuracy of information and data contained herein, and accepts no 

liability for any use of the information and data or reliance placed upon it.  

In other words if we got something wrong we are sorry and let us know. This particularly applies to phone numbers, dates, 

technical details and name spelling. We do try our best! All rights reserved © 2017 MCSC. 


