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Is this a $75,000 Micro ? see page 12
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The Victorian Classic Scooter Rally is, for my money, one of the best
events on the Australian Scootering calendar. The Wild Dog Creek Scooter Club
from Melbourne organise this annual ‘run’ and it’s been going for a good few years
now. The ‘Dogs’ and the other Melbourne clubs that attend are a great bunch of
people, who take their scootering ‘seriously, but not seriously’, so it’s always good
fun. Tony, who organises the route, always manages to pick some great roads, and
they always come up with a theme for the rally to keep things interesting. This year,
it was ‘Wild Dogs in Space’ a nod to the early 80’s Aussie film (starring the late
Michael Hutchence) as we were headed out to the Otway Ranges, where debris from
the crash-landed Skylab was expected to fall.
I was accompanied by fellow Sydney rider Sean Heffernan, and my thanks to him as
he very kindly loaded my Lambretta into his van along with his own scooter and
drove them down to Melbourne early on the Friday, while I followed a far more
relaxed itinerary and flew down that evening after work!
The journey started, as previous years, with a Saturday morning meet up at the
Science Works building on the banks of the Yarra, under the impressive shadow of
the Westgate Freeway Bridge.
As always there is a tremendous turnout from the Victorian Classic Scooterist
fraternity, over thirty scooters were present, representing a number of different clubs
and I sincerely envy their ‘scene’. I really wish Sydney was far more active on this
front, but sadly that is currently not the case.
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The Victorian Classic Scooter Rally

If I’m honest I got a bit disoriented in terms of our route – I was happy to just
ride along and let it unfold. We were headed basically West/ South West
towards our final overnight destination of Cape Otway National Park, but we
managed to cover around 300km on some great roads in doing so. We left
Melbourne via Werribee, Anakie and Meredith before heading through
Eurack, Beeac and Colac (and probably some other ac’s) on our way down
toward the coast and through the Aire Valley.
The weather was glorious, we had a chilly Melbourne morning (which was
refreshing after Sydney’s impossibly humid weather of that week) and the
Afternoon turned out to be a scorcher. Sunny days on dry roads, what could
be better!
By late afternoon we were riding through the rainforest of the Otway National
Park and into Bin-Bin camping and caravan park for the night.
When we arrived and pitched our tents we found the local youth group were
already set-up on site with a huge pizza oven and were busily topping bases to
order for us. We had previously arranged to pick up some ‘refreshments’ from
the bottle shop and we could now kick back and relax in good company. The
Wild Dogs had donned fancy dress in keeping with the ‘Space’ theme and
there were some great costumes, Dr Spock, Princess Leia, a couple of random
aliens and the winner dressed as C3PO from Star Wars were just some of the
creations.
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The Victorian Classic Scooter Rally

Sunday morning was another glorious day and we
rode down to Apollo Bay for breakfast before
making our way along the Great Ocean Road
through Lorne and then up to Winchelsea, via
Deans Marsh. At lunchtime the group split
according to which was the preferable route home and Sean and I found ourselves
jumping on the Freeway to get back into the City by the most expedient route. Once
back in Melbourne we re-loaded the van and Sean headed North towards an
overnight in Euroa on his journey
back to Sydney. He dropped me
off at the airport on the way and
with a beer in hand at the departure
gate I reflected on what had been
yet another great ‘Vic Classic’.
A huge thanks to everyone involved
in putting on the event, I’ll see you
all next year!
…… Andy

***************************
Winston Churchill once said ‘a
pessimist sees a difficulty in every
opportunity, and an optimist sees
an opportunity in every difficulty.
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They were funny looking buildings, that were once a way of life,
If you couldn't sprint the distance, then you really were in strife.
They were nailed, they were wired, but were mostly falling down,
There was one in every back yard, outside every house, in every town.
They were given many names, some were even funny,
But to most of us, we knew them as the outhouse or the dunny.
I've seen some of them all gussied up, with painted doors and all,
But it really made no difference, they were just a port of call.
Now my old man would take a bet, he'd lay an even pound,
That you wouldn't make the dunny with them turkeys hangin' round.
They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,"
You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn't get the strap.
That's why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,
We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps.
Now my old man would sit for hours, the smell would rot your socks,
He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.
And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin' light.
And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside.
There was no such thing as Sorbent,
no tissues there at all,
Just squares of well-read newspaper,
a hangin' on a nail on the dunny wall.
If you had some friendly neighbours,
as neighbours sometimes are,
You could sit and chat to them,
if you left the door ajar..
When suddenly you got the urge,
and down the track you fled,
Then of course the magpies were
there to peck you on your head.
Then the time there was a wet, the
rain it never stopped,
If you had an urgent call, you ran
between the drops.
The dunny man came once a week, to these buildings out the back,
And he would leave an extra can, if you left for him a Zac.
For those of you who've no idea what I mean by a Zac,
Then you’re too young to have ever had a dunny out the back … anon
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FOR
US
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Bits & Pieces
I knew I left young Harry Heinkel
somewhere in the garden …
should have put him away after
washing him instead of leaving him
out to dry in the sun !!
This photo found somewhere
on the internet.
Below is a photo taken in
1958, of Isettas at the Brighton
station yard awaiting collection.
One comment, Funny how
production was at a rail-head, as
were Irish Heinkels.

Tony Van Den Hoogan driving his Prinz as part of the Armidale Autumn Festival
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Heinkels being loaded in Ireland for Argentina, and Heinkels in promotional
shots in a City - probably in UK

I’M ALL RIGHT JACK IN MY HEINKEL ??
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How many of these Micros from the Micro Car Museum ( USA )
Collection ( now sold ) can you identify?
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EARLY SAFETY DEVELOPMENT
Manufacturers and Governments have for many years sought to
provide better safety and survival rates as a result of collision. One of the
milestones has been the development of crumple-zones, in order to reduce
the risk of injury to drivers & passengers. A 1958 NSU Prinz,for example,
could already absorb a good part of the energy/impact in a front-on collision.
By the end of 1960, with the development of the NSU R80 & with the
Audi100, came the first 'dummies' to simulate the impact of a collision on
real people."
As a long time Prinz owner, I hope that I won’t need to test this. ed
**************************************************************
Clearing the garage during our soggy winter, I found this most
evocative copy, revealing a photograph taken of London`s Thames South
Bank. It was from, I believe, an Auto-Car Magazine Edition, highlighting
their Comparative Test article in 1958.
I recall the two cars were mentioned as “freshly imported BMW &
Messerschmitt demonstration models from Munich & Regensburg,
respectively”. Should I trace the script of the test, I will pass it on, or maybe,
another Club Member can supply us all the test`s detail, please?
Certainly, London & our Cars are much changed these days, However,
our present Global Motorists, are progressively reverting to Micro-Car
dimensions. from Alan Town ( UK )
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When is a Dynastart a Dynastop ?
After being in possession of my 1959 NSU Prince for around 30 years, and
with a minimum of disasters, and none that there was not a relatively quick fix for,
the transformation of my Dynastart to a Dynastop had me a bit worried. I had always
avoided removing its cover, as it just appeared a bit scary, and delicate looking, so
for many years I left well alone, and did not try to understand how it worked
However, when the Dynastop syndrome hit me, something had to be done.
To my knowledge there was no-one available who could come and fix it, and equally
no-one I knew to whom I could take it ( I could always clutch start it once I dragged
it up my steep driveway, and pointed it down Pennant Hills Rd outside my house.
The battery was nearly six years old, so I bought a new one. Did not help.
I questioned a few MCSC friends, I read through my handbook and both
workshop manuals ( yes, they are both different), I watched anything there was on
YouTube, then I made a start. I trained on my spare motor ( now where that came
from is another story ), by firstly and hesitantly jumper leaded the old battery
directly to the Dynastart, positive to the ’pole’ on the terminal plate and negative to
the engine block. Now you need to know that this engine came as a spare with the
car and has sat dormant for the 30 years I have had it and somewhere between
another 1 to 29 years before that.
It had no spark plugs, but it was gratifying to see the engine instantly turn
over with no funny noises and do so very freely. So maybe I should just take that
unit out, and replace the Dynastop with this Dynastart. But would I then need to
review/adjust the timing, and, oh yes, a couple of years back when the ignition light
would not go off, I found a tiny ignition advance spring that was broken. That was
when I stole one from the spare engine, and spent two hours trying to fit the
replacement. I now know it is a simple job to remove the auto advance system, and
replace that spring, then refit the assembly. ( say 10 minutes in all )
I practised removing the brushes, adjusting the points, cleaning the grooves
in the commutator, and when happy, I got to work on the Dynastop. The design of
the car means that you need very tiny hands, and no stubborn screws/nuts etc or a
huge amount of patience.
One thing I did discover after initially cleaning the commutator grooves was
that if I turned the engine a small amount then hit the start key, after about 20 moves,
the starter would kick in briefly then stop again. This gave me a little confidence that
all was not lost. Next I opened up the points gap, as it seemed to be less than the
thickness of a piece of paper, then cleaned same, then took each brush out and
cleaned same plus the housings.
Now, I check tightened all electrical connections I could see, then
hesitatingly turned the starter key. And it worked, so I tried it again, and the starter
turned the engine over even faster than before. The mystery of course is not solved,
but the Prinz is alive again, and I am cautiously optimistic that it will not fail again
anytime soon. John R
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When is a Dynastart a Dynastop ?
The picture on the right is the
unit in my spare motor. I could
not get the camera into the small
space where I could photograph
the faulty one in the car.
The good book tells me
that a Dynastart is a unit whose
purpose is to provide a means of
starting the engine as well as the
supply of current for the ignition,
lighting and all electrical access-ories ( are there any ?) .
Additionally it charges
the battery, which supports the
Dynastart in the above tasks.
It is similar in construction
to a Dynamo, but is much larger
and has extra field windings and
especially heavy windings on the
Armature. It is permanently attached to the crankshaft and in this respect is entirely
different from the separate unit starter as the Dynastart is always running.
When starting the engine, current from the battery is send to the Dynastart
and as soon as the engine fires up, the Dynamo function kicks in and current goes to
the battery. Benefits of this unit are simplicity, efficiency, and relative quiet running
( drowned out by the engine, no doubt).
********************************************************************
If you look closely, you
will see that the driver is
Elvis Presley, who although
we have been told has left
the building, apparently has
not left the Micro Car scene
The photo came from
Juan Eugenio Arroqui
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What has happened to Dave Nobbs’ fleet of Goggos ?

Well, They were sold to the Classic Throttle shop at North Sydney, then very quickly
onsold as a package to an unidentified collector. Will we see them again sometime, I
hope so.

What has happened to Dave Nobbs’ Messerschmitt ?
Now that is a slightly different question, it also went to the C.T.S.at N.S., but at last
check was for sale at, wait for it…asking $75k, ( see photo on the cover ),just a little
more than the red cabriolet for sale in Qld for around the $47k mark. Maybe they are
both sold by now.
********************************************************************

Just add water & Voila !!
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Rare convertible 1957 Isetta 300 from Sverker P Zethelious .. Vintage Europe.

Parking Policeman’s Problem .. can we book ‘em all ?
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Kurri Kurri Nostalgia Festival 23rd to 25th March
Historic Kurri Kurri Hotel

Is this the only FJ Holden Station Wagon anywhere …. very authentic looking

Held in the main street of Kurri Kurri, the Nostalgia Festival runs for three
days, showcasing about 400 cars and motorbikes/Scooters/pushbikes,
serenaded by a number of bands of the era, and put in the right level of
nostalgia by locals ( and visitors ) dressed for the occasion. Lots to see and do
and eat and drink, with a myriad of stalls in the park and lining the street. ed
14

Kurri Kurri Nostalgia Festival 23rd to 25th March
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WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS: THE DRUM
You would think that ,having owned my BMW Isetta for over 15 years,
during which time I’ve stripped it down, replaced wheels and tyres, and generally
worked on, in or underneath it countless times, I’d know that, as a British-built 3
wheeler, it was an adaptation of the original 4 wheel version, (with the two rear
wheels close together, avoiding the need for a differential.)
You’d also think I should know…damn it all, I did know that the rear(single)
wheel goes on ‘inside out’…or ‘back to front’, as it were, with the normally outer
face of the wheel on the inside, up against the brake drum, and the normally inner ,
dished face on the outside.
More to the point, I know perfectly well why this bizarre arrangement is so.
With the Isetta owing its original layout to having two rear wheels, the adapted three
wheel version had to have its single rear wheel as centrally mounted as possible,
partly to avoid ‘crabbing’ as it goes along, and even more seriously (and
expensively) to avoid twisting and distorting the two rubber ‘donuts’ or couplings
that cause the driveshaft to rotate. (Afficionados of Isettas will know what I’m
talking about…and the rest of you can jolly well learn something!)
Nevertheless, some months ago, despite having all this arcane knowledge,
when I removed the rear wheel and had a new tyre fitted, I managed to accidentally
put the !@#$ thing on ‘back to front’…inside out, and ,for all I know, upside down.
I actually remember thinking, ‘That’s odd, I could have sworn the tyre valve was
‘on the other side.’ Derrrr! It was, and should have continued so to be !
I also noticed that, for some reason, the rear wheel didn’t seem as ‘centred’
as it used to be, but I blithely put that down to the new, different profiled tyre. Derrr
again. One day, soon after, while driving the Isetta up to Hornsby, I was approached
by a ute driver who’d stopped behind me at some lights, and who jumped out and
exclaimed, ‘ Gee, mate, I love ya little bubble car, but ya rear wheel looks as if it’s
about to fall off, and you’ve been crabbing along the road somethin’ awful.’
Trying to look as dignified as possible in the circumstances, I thanked him
and wobbled home, where I discovered to my horror that the wheel-nuts were almost
undone, and, worse still, in their unaccustomed, inside out configuration, their
looseness had put so much stress on the wheel slots that these had elongated way
beyond their intended size and shape.
I soon learned that all of this was the good news. The bad…oh, so bad news
was that one of the two rubber donuts had been twisted out of shape and had begun
to break apart. (by a fluke, I discovered that I had a spare donut, although, for the life
of me, I couldn’t remember why!)
I knew that my erstwhile master micro-mechanic,Rob Walters, had had some
difficulty in tracking down and fitting replacement donuts ,soon after I’d first bought
the Isetta, then in a rather unroadworthy condition, from Shannons, back in 2003.
And I knew that Rob had warned me that the structural integrity of the donuts was
critical for the Isetta’s safe operation. If they distorted or broke, terrible and
expensive things would happen.
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WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS: THE DRUM
It seemed therefore that I had two challenges if I wanted to get my little
‘rolling egg’ back on the road again.
Replace the wonky donut with my (lucky) spare one.
Somehow ‘repair’ the enlarged wheel slots so that I could refit the rear
wheel, this time the correct way around.
As things soon emerged, I had idiotically underestimated both of these
challenges. Having removed the rear wheel, and noticing how large the wheel slots
had become, I had the bright(?) idea of using my spare wheel instead, and keeping
the wonky one only as an emergency spare.
To my surprise, the wheel slots in this wheel, rather than being too
large ,were not quite large enough for the non-tapered nuts…so I enlarged them by
drilling them out a tad.
And then, too late, the penny dropped. The rear wheel on my Isetta has a
different offset configuration from the two front wheels, and quite different, nontapered wheel nuts.
The inner part of the rear wheel has a deeper ‘offset’, which helps to keep
this wheel central in the rear drive mechanism. In simple terms, the front and rear
wheels are not really interchangeable. Bugger!
Very belatedly, I remembered reading all of this ,some years ago,in the
excellent Isetta Gazette, the magazine of the Isetta Owners Club of Great Britain ,
which I’d joined soon after buying my Isetta.
Once again a member of this Club, I sought their advice ,a) about the wheel
situation, and b) about buying a replacement rubber donut.
That advice, essentially from Lee Turnham, was invaluable, in more ways
than one. Lee clarified that the rear wheel does indeed go on ‘inside out’ with the
sequence being :brake drum> 4x non-threaded cones, with the flat side against the
drum > the wheel, fitted inside out as stated> a large,heavy metal spacer plate> 4
washers>the 4 non-tapered wheel nuts.
Fortunately, Lee also advised replacing both rubber donuts, even if only
one appeared damaged.
Thank heavens I heeded his advice, as ,when we put the Isetta on a hoist, it
became clear that my idiocy had damaged both donuts ,and that the spare one I
mysteriously had was virtually useless anyway, as it was missing the encircling
steel band which held it under tension and facilitated lining it up with the four holes
and bolts in the coupling.
Wisely, Lee also advised against using the various non-genuine, ‘cheapie’
donuts, such as I’d found on ‘the Net’. Echoing Rob Walters’ advice years earlier,
he said the donuts are such a critical part of the rear-drive mechanism that ‘cheap &
nasty’ is not worth the risk.(By the way, the supposed ‘cheapies’ weren’t all that
‘cheap’ anyway.)
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WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS: THE DRUM
I therefore ordered two new donuts, four new cones, four new non-tapered
nuts and a ‘spare’ heavy metal spacer plate. ( I also ordered a second hand
driveshaft…just in case.)
All items arrived promptly and we then had the wonderful anti-climax of
not being able to loosen ,let alone undo, any of the bolts which attached the donuts to
the driveshaft.
With one old bloke, (me) and a fit, strong young volunteer both becoming
seriously concerned about hernias, we gave up and I took the Isetta around to my
ever helpful mechanics, who removed and replaced the donuts without the slightest
problem.
I had the bright (?) idea of bolting the ‘spare’ heavy spacer plate
permanently onto the wheel, in its correct position, so that the non-tapered wheel
nuts fit tightly into it, thereby holding both the plate and the wheel firmly in position.
After several tootlings up and down the street, and a few slightly more
adventurous jaunts, all seems well in the rear -drive, rear-wheel department. We no
longer seem to be ‘crabbing’, the wheel-nuts are staying tight, and the ‘rolling egg’ is
rolling again.
However, owning as I do a Heinkel Kabine as well as my Isetta, I can’t help
(re) noticing how vague and whimsical is the Isetta’s steering ,compared to the razorsharp,rack & pinion steering of the little Heinkel. Still, you can’t have everything,
can you? ….. GRAHAM SIMS 2018
h
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Regulators
We all have regulators and cut outs for our dynastarts in micros and we all
know how hard they are to find a good working one. When we do find one they are
expensive. Usually the regulator and cut-out bob-bins or solenoids are the ones that
burn out leaving a lovely pungent smell of burnt lacquer. The starter solenoid is
usually unaffected and still works.
I know the Bond club were looking into modified regulators, which I believe
are available through the club. I’m not sure where they are sourced but thanks to
Grenville Taylor I have got some documentation for a solid state device which can
be used to replace the regulator and cut-out solenoids. If these two solenoids are
removed then the solid-state device can be placed inside the casing so from the
outside there are no visible signs.
The company which supplies these units are Dynamo Regulators Ltd. 75
Titchfield Park Road, Fareham, Hants PO15 5RN. And can be contacted on Tel:
01489 880552 or email: dvr@dynamoregulators.com and their website can be found
at www.dynamoregulators.com
Reading through their site it looks like the one for our dynastarts is their
DVR2-D which is priced at £76 including postage in the UK. But I’m not sure if it
will work with the reversing dynastart versions as it states the fitting of a fuse is
required to protect the unit from reverse polarity.
The little unit measures 38 x 38 x 25mm (see right) and as already stated will
fit in the place left by the removal of the Regulator and cut-out solenoids. The
product information is quite comprehensive but more information should be sought if
you are unsure. Also, the unit should be fitted by a competent person. The circuit
diagram is available from their website.
If like me you have a few ‘dead’
units lying around this may be a viable
solution to get them working instead of
throwing them out. As yet I haven’t
bought one and inserted it into one of
my units but it will probably be in the
very near future. When I do have to
make this commitment, I will let you
know how I get on. In the meantime,
does anyone in the club know of anyone
who has already modified their units and
can tell us how they got on. How
difficult was it to modify? How well is
it working? All these questions need to
be answered by someone because if we
can’t find a solution to the problem then
we won’t be able to drive our micro’s.
…..Fred.
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Canberra National Scooter Rally
Who would believe that April in Canberra could produce a weekend of
Sunny 28 degree days?!Yep, that’s right. Unseasonably warm weather meant that the
thermal underwear and water proofs could stay in the drawer for the National AllInclusive Scooter Rally, April 6th to 8th .
So It was a hot and sunny ride down from Sydney, two of us, Mark
Robertson riding a 1969 Lambretta GP200 and myself on the 1958 Lambretta Series
One ‘Rat’, left Newtown around lunchtime on Friday and rode the boring old Hume
to meet up with fellow MCSC club member James Grygiel at Marulan Services –
James was riding a standard Vespa PX200 and after a cup of tea at the roadhouse we
finished off the last 120 KM’s or so in leisurely fashion. We pulled into the campsite
of the Alivio Tourist and Caravan Park, where the majority of attendees were staying,
around late afternoon and after checking in with Nico Wright of Canberra Vespa
Dealer ‘Motorini Scooters’ who was organising the event, collecting our rally patch
and itinerary, we retired to the bar to relieve our dry throats.
The caravan park was already filling up, there was a very big turnout this
year, much more than Griffith 2017. The Canberra scooter scene is quite big and
healthy and because of the closer proximity to Sydney and Melbourne, some of the
clubs were able to get a larger travelling contingent as well. The Sydney Vespa Club
had well over a dozen riders I think, and there was also representation from
Melbourne, Adelaide and Tasmania!
Friday evening was an organise yourself affair and we took the opportunity
to catch up with some good friends and members of Canberra’s ‘Swarm’ Scooter
club – we headed to the Bent spoke Brewery for some local ales and bar food and
only left when last orders was called!
Saturday morning dawned bright and warm, people were gathering early and
a ride out taking in the major highlights of Canberra left with almost everyone in
attendance. The ride stopped at Cockington Green for lunch which then acted as the
start point for the Afternoon ride out to Bungendore (the long way!). A lovely old
town with plenty of quirky shops and things to see. It was good to meet up with Bill
Guthrie and his partner Katie, riding the Lambretta Series 2 and Sidecar.
Once back in Canberra it was time to spruce up a bit and head over to the
Old Canberra Inn for dinner, drinks and a few awards as well as speeches from Nico
thanking everyone for their support and from Geutz from Melbourne announcing
next years event. One of the awards was oldest combination of scooter and rider, I
just missed out to Brendan from Melbourne on his Maico and it’s probably the only
time I’ve been relieved not to win something! A good evening was had by all and we
retired to the campsite late on.
Sunday morning saw everyone meet up at the Carillon on the lake, the ‘bells’
were being played and it was a lovely spot to mingle and say farewells. We were
treated to a sausage and egg sanger by the guys at the Rotary Club who had their
BBQ trailer set up, and the official awards were handed out.
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Canberra National Scooter Rally
Some excellent scooters were in attendance and MCSC member Steve Diffey
had a part to play in the Best Lambretta award as he had restored the engine on the
winner’s scooter and helped the owner with the build.
At half past ten we pulled out of Canberra and at half past two I was pulling
the cover over the Lambretta in my garage after an easy and uneventful run back up
the Hume. Next year’s event is at Halls Gap in the Grampians on the last weekend of
March. Hope to see you there!
…...Andy
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WINGS OVER ILLAWARRA
A cold start at 5.30, and I took the Prinz disguised as an MGB. Only 35 or so
cars on display, but all interesting. Maybe ‘no-one to leave before 5.00pm’ put
some people off, or maybe the dusty conditions for the cars. The Air Show
was very good, a great range of aircraft doing amazing things ..ed

The best car display had to be the 8 ‘concourse’ Jaguars. Every one different

Below, an F18 simulated a bombing run culminating with a huge explosion
and fire ball. I missed photographing that action, but got the smoke cloud.
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WINGS OVER ILLAWARRA
Saturday and Sunday 5th & 6th May …. HARS Airport
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